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McNaughton faces sexual allegations
By Brian Brown
News Editor
and
Matthew Conyers
Editor in Chief
University of Maine Student
Government President Brigham
McNaughton has been absent
from Student Government the past
two weeks amidst sexual allegations involving a former UMaine
student, according to multiple
sources in General Student
Senate.
Sen. William Pomerleau, acting GSS president in the absence

of
Aaron
Sterling, said
McNaughton
appeared
before
the
Student
Conduct Code
Committee
Friday
to McNaughton
answer
the
allegations.
Dean of Students Robert Dana
declined to comment on the proceedings, citing confidentiality,
but he said the Student Conduct
Code Committee is made up of
faculty, staff and students. Dana

Dana

Pomerleau

added that about 20 students serve
on the committee and five or six
hear each individual case, but he
could not disclose the members
that heard McNaughton's case.
The members are appointed by
UMaine
President
Robert

Rock Around The Clock

Kennedy on rec- p.m. in the Student Government
ommendation offices in the Wade Center in the
from Student basement of Memorial Union.
Government.
She said McNaughton had sent
McNaughton her an instant message earlier that
failed
to 'day asking if she wanted to "hang
respond
to out." The alleged victim said
repeated tele- when she arrived the Wade Center
phone calls and was locked, and she called
Sulinski
e-mails seeking McNaughton on his cell phone.
comment.
She stated that McNaughton
Director of Judicial Affairs arrived shortly thereafter, and the
David Fiacco was unavailable for two went into his office and began
comment.
to talk.
The alleged victim, who asked
According to the alleged vicnot to be identified, stated the incident occurred on Feb. 18 at 3:30
See FACES on Page 3

Bumstock preps
for curtain call
By Ryan Clark
Staff Reporter
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SWINGIN'TIME — Brian Knowles, Dave Parker, Amy Shephard and Kristen Benn swing
at the
Derby Days Rockathon fundraiser outside Memorial Union on Friday. See SIGMA CHI on page
6. .
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Students accept activity fee
Vote results challenged by complaint filed with FEPC
By Nick McCrea
For The Maine Campus
University of Maine students
will be digging a little deeper into
their pockets next year.
A measure to raise the student
activity fee $10 from $35 to $45
was approved Wednesday by a
vote of 540 to 318.
However, the results were
challenged in a complaint filed
with the Fair Election Practices
Commission.
FEPC Chairman Andrew
Weatherhead said the commission guidelines prevented him
from elaborating on what the
complaint was about. A hearing
will be held on Monday at 4:30
p.m. and the issue will be made
public.
The ballot question read: "Do
you support limiting any increases to the student activity fee over

the next four years to a one-time
increase of $10, effective'fall of
2006?"

Student
Activity
Fee
Increase:
Yes 540
No 318
Now that the measure has
been approved by the students, it
will be passed on to Dean of
Students Robert Dana unless

action is taken by the FEPC.
Dana will send the measure to
UMaine
President
Robert
Kennedy, who will pass it on to
the Board of Trustees.
The process is expected to
take a few months to complete.
Earlier this year, an attempt to
raise the fee by $15 failed.
After the rejection of that
measure by the students, the
General Student Senate met and
lowered the amount to $10 for
this vote. The Student Activity
Fee had been set at $35 since
1999.
More than 180 student organizations and campus events are
funded by this fee.
Derek Mitchell, vice president
of
student
entertainment,
authored the resolution that proposed the increase.
See FEE on Page 5

The curtain is closing on a
long-time University of Maine
tradition.
Derek Mitchell, the vice
president for student entertainment announced that Bumstock
will not be continued after this
year.
Mitchell
made
the
announcement at the
last meeting
of
the
General
Student
Senate
on
March 28.
According
Mitchell
to Mitchell,
this decision
had been in the works for some
time.

"This has been a decision I
have been thinking about for
the last few months when it
comes to evaluating the financial position of Student
Entertainment since I have
taken office," Mitchell said.
"It's a difficult situation since
you have fewer attendees but
the costs skyrocketing."
The attendance for last
year's event was less than
1,300 people. As figures show,
the event cost $51 per attendee.
Over the years, Student
Government has had to take an
extra $20,000 from other sections to offset the cost of security, which is around 37 percent
of the Bumstock budget.
Although the extra money
has usually been allocated,
Mitchell has faced the problem
See BUMSTOCK on Page 3

University receives
$6.9 million grant
By Brian Brown
News Editor
The University of Maine
announced Tuesday that it has been
awarded a $6.9 million research
grant to conduct forest bioproduct
research, which could help the state's
paper mills build the first integrated
biorefinery in the country.
"The University of Maine is the
economic catalyst for the state," said
Gov. John Baldarci. "With this federal grant, Maine will again propel
forward in the critical research and
development that will enable us to
better compete in the 21st century
economy."
The biorefining process will

extract chemicals from wood chips
before they are processed into pulp.
The extracted chemicals could be
used in place ofoil for in-house manufacturing of fuel ethanol, plastics
and chemical coatings.
The process is designed to allow
the state's mills to create new revenue streams without effecting traditional production.
"This is truly a significant day for
the University of Maine,for the state
of Maine, and for the people of
Maine," said UMaine President
Robert Kennedy. "UMaine has a
responsibility to be the harbinger of
scientific discovery and, in many
See GRANT on Page 4
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UM grants 35 professor promotions
WO RDoFMOUTH Tenure
award provides stability and security for university educators
What do you think about Bumstod<
being canceled next year?

"I don't even know."
Jordan Scully
Elementary Education
Sophomore

"I don't think it should be
canceled. It's a tradition;
it was here when my
parents were here."
Sarah Furey
Nursing
Junior

"Huzzah!"
John Enkosky
Mathematics
Senior

"I think they should bring it
back to an outdoor
festival, like Woodstock.
This year is pathetic. Having
it indoors is dumb."
Tom Nudd
Marketing
Junior

By Emma Potvin
For The Maine Campus
After undergoing an exhaustive
review
process, the
University of Maine has granted
35 faculty members promotion or
tenure.
The faculty members were
evaluated on their teaching
record, their contribution to the
academic community and their
service to the community at large.
Once a faculty member has
been granted tenure, they are
guaranteed a position at the university for the rest of their career.
"The decision for tenure is
where the lifetime commitment is
made," said John Mahon, interim
provost.
Faculty members are required
to apply for tenure in their sixth
year of employment unless some
special dispensation has been
granted.
The tenure process begins
when a faculty member submits
their work and teaching record,
including excerpts from course
evaluations written by students,
to a Peer Review Committee.
The committee then asks other
universities to review the work
and judge whether or not it is
worthy of national recognition.
Each university writes a recommendation, which is passed along
to the provost, along with the
recommendations of the department chair and the dean of the
college.
After reviewing all the material, the provost submits it, along
with his own letter of recommendation, to the university president.

The president then makes a
recommendation to the Board of
Trustees, which has the final
decision if the faculty member's
work is worthy of tenure.
A similar process occurs for
promotion to full professor and
associate extension professor.
Not every applicant passes the
process. Mahon said denying a
promotion is much easier than
denying someone tenure.
"If I deny a promotion they
can always try again next year. It

"The decisionfor tenure
is where the lifetime
commitment is made."
John Mahon
Interim Provost
University of Maine

doesn't ruin their career," said
Mahon.
However, if a faculty member
is denied tenure they receive a
one-year terminal contract.
"Tenure means job security,
which is important to me as a
spouse and a mother," said
Jessica Miller, associate professor of philosophy. "As my 6year-old says, 'it means mommy
gets to keep her job."
It also means that the academic community has recognized and
values her work.
"I am proud of that," said
Miller.

After receiving tenure, some
faculty members change their
research and teaching methods,
said Mahon.
Some pursue longer-term projects, and others change the focus
of their work.
"Tenure allows one to continue with one's work, because it is
a vote of confidence in one's
work," said Robert Causey, associate professor of animal and veterinary sciences.
Curvin G. Farnham, Darrell
W. Donahue, Douglas W. Nangle,
Eleanor Groden, Eric N. Landis,
Kirk A. Maasch, Kristin D.
Sobolik, Laurie E. Hicks,
Michael L. Peterson, Owen F.
Smith, Sandra S. Butler, Scott E.
Johnson, Shannon E. Martin,
Stephen J. Hornsby and Scott
Collins were promoted to the
position of professor with tenure.
C.
Abigail
Garthwait,
Anthony Stefanidis, Elizabeth J.
Allan, Gisela R. Hoecherl-Alden,
Jean D. MacRae, Jeremy S.
Wilson, Jessica P. Miller, Karl J.
Kreutz, Mauricio Pereira da
Cunha, Natalie M. Steiger, Renae
E. Moran, Robert C. Causey,
Senthil S. Vel, Susan A. Pinette
and William DeSisto were promoted to the position of assistant
professor with tenure.
Richard H. Ackerman was
granted tenure at the rank of associate professor.
Gordon S. Hamilton was promoted to research associate professor, and Mark L. Hutchinson,
Jennifer E Lobley, and Lisa A.
Phelps were promoted to associate
extension professor with continuing
contract.

Listen to 91.9 F.M. WMEB

"It seems like a tradition
they've had for a long
time, so I think it's worth
keeping because it's kind
of a fun spring thing."
Sarah Saucier
Marketing
Junior

"I think it could have stood
some improvement anyway
and there was an overall
lack of interest."

Jessica Charett
Nutrition
Junior

Ultfame
Summer
The University of Maine 2006
The University of Maine's 2006
Summer Session offers more than 600
courses designed to meet the diverse
needs of lifelong learners including
those offered on-campus and at
selected off-campus sites, including
The University of Maine's Hutchinson
Center, Over 100 courses
are offered online worldwide and
through interactive televised
technologies.
Visit our website at
http://dil.umaine.edu/summer
or call the Summer Session Office at
207-581-3143

"I don't know anything
about Bumstock. I'm a
freshman."

"It will be a bummer."
1865 THE UNIVERSITY OF

00 MAINE

-"OPAmanda Loupin
English
Freshman

Eryn Harlow
Equine Business Management
Junior

A Member of the University of Maine System
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From Page 1
tim, they then went into the vice
president of student entertainment
office where she alleged she and
McNaughton engaged in nonconsensual oral sex.
The alleged victim said she
went to Public Safety three or four
days later and gave the entire
report
without
identifying
McNaughton.
"I told them it was someone
pretty important on campus," she
said.
According to the alleged victim she then went back to Public
Safety two weeks later and identified McNaughton as the perpetrator.
She said when she went to
Public Safety, she was told it was
not really worth pursuing the case
because there was no physical evidence. She has not decided if she
will contact the Orono Police
Department or the Penobscot
County District Attorney's Office
to press charges.
"A part of me wants to put the
entire thing behind me," she said.
The victim said the only contact she has had with McNaughton
since the alleged incident was on
Feb. 19 when he sent her an
instant message asking if she was
all right. She said she then
blocked McNaughton's screen
name.
Pomerleau said McNaughton's
alleged actions are "official misconduct" and expects the General
Student Senate to take action.
"I'd definitely expect at least
impeachment," he said.
Student Government Vice
President Aaron Sterling said the
GSS will determine how to deal
with the matter.
"From Student Government,
it's up to Student Senate to decide
what information that they want to
take as fact," he said."The executives have no control over what
decision they want to make but are
prepared to deal with whatever
scenarios."
Off-Campus Board President
Jesse Ouelette said he hopes the
GSS carefully weighs all the evidence.
"These are very serious allegations, and I hope Student
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Government Inc. sticks to the
facts when deciding an action to
take," he said.
Pomerleau said the senators
were
not
informed
by
McNaughton he was going to be
absent from cabinet meetings and
GSS meetings. There is no provision in the Student Government
Constitution that requires the
president attend GSS meetings,
but he is required to attend cabinet
sessions.
Student Government Vice
President of Financial Affairs
Benjamin Benwell said that
McNaughton did not hold office
hours the past two weeks and was
not paid.
Vice President of Student
Entertainment Derek Mitchell
declined to comment.
Pomerleau said after the allegations were referred to Judicial
Affairs, McNaughton was placed
on temporary suspension beginning March 20 and not allowed on
campus. According to Pomerleau,
the suspension was changed on
March 27 to allow McNaughton
to return to classes pending the
outcome of the committee hearing.
Sen. James Sulinski said it is
time for a change in leadership.
"I am not comfortable serving
on Student Government under the
leadership
of
Brigham
McNaughton," he said. "I think a
majority of the senators share
these sentiments."
Sulinski added he won't attend
a GSS meeting with McNaughton
in attendance.
Despite the outcry, Pomerleau
said some Student Government
members
will
stand
by
McNaughton.
Pomerleau questioned the
motives of the administration.
"Brigham's work with the
Green Campus Initiative saved
them about $60,000. They may
be motivated to keep him
here," said Pomerleau.
Sulinski also questioned the
university's actions.
"If the conduct committee, as
the investigative and enforcement arm of the university justice system, cannot adequately
protect the students and punish
their violators, would you as a
parents send your children to the
university?"
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BUMSTOCK
From Page 1
of finding a headliner.
"This year there were a lot
of difficulties because April 22
is a popular date, and that is
when a lot of universities are
booking their spring festival,"
Mitchell said.
"Bumstock, in that regard,
has suffered blows by trying to
find a headliner."
Possible headliners included
bands such as Coheed and
Cambria, Dropkick Murphys
and Morningwood, who opted
not to play the event.
Even though an increase to
the student activity fee could
help in getting a bigger name,
Mitchell felt Bumstock would
not be worth saving.
Bumstock, which was created in the 1960s, has been a
mainstay among the campus
community.
Despite its popularity, attendance and interest in the event
started going downhill when a
culmination of non-attending
headliners and lack of a venue

'Actually looking at the
financial situation it
does not seem like that
bad ofan idea to get rid
ofit."
William Pomerleau
Senator
General Student Senate
started to become issues.
"When I first heard the
news, I knew that a lot of people liked Bumstock so I was
not sure how that was going to
go over," said Senator William
Pomerleau. "Actually looking
at the financial situation, as
well as the lack of turnout, it
does not seem like that bad of

CAMPUS PHOTO BY ANDREW GORDON

BUMSTOCK BANTER — Derek Mitchell makes a presentation
at a recent General Student Senate meeting,
an idea to get rid of it."
The money that usually goes
to fund Bumstock will go
toward getting larger acts for
concerts next year.
Before Mitchell's announcement, professor Chris Campbell
spoke to the GSS about the
removal of the mall trees.
Campbell's 20-minute presentation chronicled the mall's
history and why replacing the
39 trees was important.
Although the members of
the GSS seemed to be in favor
of the change, some of their
opinions may have changed
when students in attendance
were against the move.
"The trees should be left

alone until they are dying,"
said Nicole Mercier, who
spoke out against the tree
removal. "There is no point in
having more construction since
there is so much of it already
going on campus."
For the second consecutive
meeting, the GSS was without
President Brigham McNaughton
and Vice President Aaron Sterling.
Although
McNaughton's
whereabouts have not been disclosed, Sterling went to Boston
for medical reasons.
Pomerleau, who has been
running the meetings for the
past few weeks stated, "Aaron
should be fine and we expect
him to be back soon."

"I know 10W40 is a tax forms
but what's the 10W30?"
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Trust the Midas touch:

Caribou
93 Bennett Dr.

498-8746
Thursday,April 6
1 1:00am - 1:00pm
The University
Bookstore
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FREE autographed
posters will be
available!
Light Refreshments
Will Be Served.

For more information, call
Amanda Morang at 581-1700.
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Oil Change
With Student 1.0.
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$21.95
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Sat 7am-12pm
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•Up to 5 qts. 5W30 or 10W30 oil
•New oil filter
•Check fluid levels
•Includes disposal fee
Discount off legukir price. Most vehicles. Diesel vehicles man. Other
grades and synthetics available at extra cast. Coupon nut he presented
at time of purchase. Not good with any other offer. At participating
shops only. Pal P copied or hansfened and where prohibited by 6.
Any other use constitutes hued.
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Locally owned and operated for 22 years.
We do 30, 60, 90K mile factory scheduled maintenance.
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COMMUNITY
CAMPUS CALENDAR
THE

Monday

the Walker Room of Memorial
Union.

UMaine Hockey Rally
12:15 in the Marketplace of
Memorial Union.

Innertube Water Polo
6 — 10 p.m. in Memorial
Gymnasium.

Tuesday
Front Page 2
Web authoring application training.
Registration
required.
Admission fee. 9:30 am. — 12:30
p.m.of the computer classroom of
the Raymond Fogler Library. For
more information, contact Gretchen
Gfeller on FirstClass.

Fi LE PHOTO
CHANGES IN STORE — The ash trees on the mall will be replaced with white oak trees as
part of a proposal by the Campus Arboretum and Beautification Committee.

Reactions varied over tree proposal
By Brian Sylvester
Staff Reporter
Student reactions to the controversial proposal to replace
the existing ash trees on the
University of Maine mall with
swamp white oaks have been
varied.
Many
students
have
expressed concerns that the
new choice of trees will be
subject to disease and the
acorns produced will generate
problems for barefoot students
and skateboarders. Further
concerns are that the university
will not be able to replace the
trees as quickly as they have
said they would.
The proposal, put forward
by the Campus Arboretum and
Beautification Committee in
February, calls for the removal
of 39 ash trees from the
UMaine mall. The trees will be
replaced by Quercus bicolor, a
species of white oak, at an
overall cost of $3,000 each,
and will be planted pending a
final decision from University
President Kennedy. The CABC
held two public discussions on
the subject, once in early
February and again in March,
to get student feedback.
The principal concern with
the ash trees already in the
mall is neglect. Gretchen
Heldmann, a senior forestry
major, called them "horribly
neglected, more due to lack of
pruning to train them rather
than shading or ice damage." It
was claimed that the ice storm
of 1998 could have impacted
the growth of the ash trees. Heldmann and many of her
classmates attended the March
meeting, and while they support replacing the ash trees,
they are concerned that the
choice of Quercus bicolor is
not the best one. The white oak

species is native to the state, which have then been left negbut not in the northern regions, lected or incomplete," she said.
which could lead to stunted "I just don't have the configrowth. Furthermore, the dence in UMaine to be able to
leaves on oak trees tend to get these trees established in a
remain on the tree longer timely fashion."
through the fall than on other
She expressed
another
trees and do not decompose as major concern, namely that
quickly, leading
to
an funding could be better used
increased need for mainte- elsewhere.
nance of the mall grass.
"I would rather have
Heldmann suggests as an crooked trees and better activialternative the planting of Acer ties than pay for trees which
saccharum, or the sugar maple won't even benefit or affect
tree. This choice, according to me," she said.
Many students spoke of the
her studies, would resolve
some of the issues inherent in broader concern of stepping on
the white oak. The leaves and acorns. The problem with the
seeds decompose much more oak trees, according to most
students, is that they will proquickly than those of the oak.
"These leaves return nutri- duce a large number of acorns,
ents to the soil, whereas the which will impede activity in
oak leaves leach tannic acid, the mall and increase the preswhich could require fertiliza- ence of squirrels, which could
tion of the grass to neutralize cause other problems.
that effect," Heldmann said.
Julia McGuire, a fourth-year
"Sugar maple is more repre- ecology and environmental science
sentative of Maine because it is major, said, "As anyone who has
ever stepped on acorns with bare
feet or sat on them by mistake would
"Ijust don't have the
know,it is a painful experience."
She also expressed concerns
confidence in UMaine to
with the very idea of cutting
be able to get these trees
the trees down prematurely,
calling upon the university "to
established in a timely
demonstrate leadership in
helping to avoid another devfashion."
astating loss to the American
Elizabeth Glunt landscape." Finally, she and
UMaine Sophomore others expressed a curiosity as
to the choice of replacing the
ash trees with a single species,
a dominant species in our which would make them prey
to the same sort of disease that
forests."
Some students have taken crippled the American elms
more direct issue with the pro- that had been in the mall prior
posal. Elizabeth Glunt, second- to the ash trees.
Students wishing to express
year undeclared major, wonders whether UMaine will be reactions to the proposal should
able to complete the project in contact the Campus Arboretum
and Beautification Committee
a timely fashion.
"I've been a student here directly through its Web site at
since spring '05 and have wit- http://www.umaine.edu/arborenessed the birth of projects tum/default.htm.

Date Rape Drug Talk
The ABC's of date rape drugs at
the University of Maine given by
Kathryn Jennings, Deb Mitchell and
Carey Nason. 12:15 — 1:30 p.m. in
the Bangor Lounge of Memorial
Union.
Wednesday
Intramural Advisory Committee
A committee to provide Campus
Recreation with discussions and critiques of its programs. 7 —8 p.m, in

GRANT
From Page 1
ways, the bellwether of economic
prosperity.
"This project enables UMaine to
ensure our role in the state's economy with the creation of new jobs,
with the ability to perform research
and develop ideas that create and
enhance industry and with unique,
highly relevant educational opportunities," said Kennedy.
The grant, which will run until
2009, is from the National Science
Foundation's Experimental Program
to Stimulate Competitive Research.
The university is investing $3.45
million in the project from its
research and development fund, the
Maine Economic Improvement
Fund.
Approximately 45 jobs will be
added, in addition to positions for

that you can shoot a canon.

Are you Jealous?

graduate and undergraduate students,
administrative and technical staff.
Three new faculty positions and
post-doctoral programs will also be
created.
A component of the research will
focus on how to sustain forest land. It
will incorporate specialists in forestspecific research, land owners and
researchers in resource economics
and policy in an effort to find ways to
make forests healthier.
"By taking this 'holistic'
approach, Maine has the opportunity to build on our current
knowledge and history in forestbased industries," said Hermant
Pendse, managing director of the
grant and chairman of the department of chemical and biological
engineering.
"We have momentum to build a
vibrant, globally competitive, brand
new industry that's more efficient,
high-valued and also environmentally cleaner."

Friendly local credit union seeks
people for meaningful online checking
relationship. www.ucu.maine.edu

C
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UNIVERSITY CREDIT UNION

AMPUS
Laura Giorgio
Photo Editor
581-3059

Submitting information
Submissions for The Maine
Campus Community Calendar are
free, and can be sent on FirstClass
to Khela Kupiec or dropped off in
The Maine Campus office located
in the basement of Memorial Union.
Please include all the important
information about your event.
Deadlines for submissions are 9
a.m. Sunday for Monday publication and 9 am. Wednesday for
Thursday publication.

More Time for Fun

The only place on campus
THE

Computer Workshop
Protecting your business computer against viruses, worms,
Trojan horses, hacker attacks, key
loggers, phishing attacks and spyware.6 — 9 p.m. off-campus on 307
Maine Avenue, Bangor. Admission
fee. For more information, contact Louise 0. Kirkland at kirkland@umext.maine.edu.

lag Way hotaxciae Services Viola Be
800-696-8628

Orono.Portland- Bangor

www.ucu.maine.edu

Checking accounts have no fee and no minimum balance and are customized
with other free products like Home Banking. Fees would apply for unusual
activity like overdraft. Contact UCU for eligibility requirements.

NCUA
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FEE
From Page 1
"An increase to the student
activity fee was critical for
Student Government and the welfare of student organizations and
entertainment on campus," said
Mitchell.
"I am thrilled that the UMaine
student body approved the
increase to the student activity
fee. Students obviously saw the

"While it is decult to seY
it is essential#'we
want to continue the
remarkableprograms and
activities so very
important to our students."
Dr. Robert Dana
dean of students
benefits, and supported our
efforts to bring bigger, better
entertainment to UMaine and to
better fund our student organizations and groups."
Mitchell added that the sevenyear span without a raise in the
fee had made it difficult to find
money for groups on campus.
According to Mitchell, inflation and an increasing number of
student organizations made it difficult to get money to the groups
that needed it.
Sen. William Pomerleau was
another advocate of this proposal.
He spent time talking to students

THE MAINE CAMPUS
about the measure before the
vote. He was pleased by the
results of the vote.
"Overall, it was a great idea
and a great initiative," said
Pomerleau. "My only concern
was the mere fact that we're asking for more money would scare
people off without having adequate information."
The relatively close results in
both votes shows that many students are reluctant to pay more
than they already do for tuition,
room and board and other fees.
Amy St. Peter, a freshman
journalism major, believes there
could be a better way to get these
funds.
"We pay enough to come here,
it seems like an extra fee is
uncalled for," said St. Peter. "We
can go to games free and concerts
at the MCA building, but there's
a $10 fee on activities? It just
doesn't make much sense
because some of us don't choose
to use these 'free' things."
Dana explained why he
thought it important that more
money be brought into the university for these activities and
organizations.
"While it is difficult to self tax,
it is essential if we want to continue the remarkable programs
and activities so very important to
our students," said Dana.
He said that it was important
for UMaine to bring in more
diverse entertainment and activities for its students.
"We are not a desert and we
need constantly to attend to making
this an enriched, alive, an exciting,
and engaging place for students to
live, learn, and grow."

5

Old Town man nabbed for OUT charge
At 1:36 a.m. March 25, Public
Safety received a call for assistance
at 117 College Avenue. When officers arrived at the scene, they
learned that two men had been
harassing the tenants. Officers
observed a truck with the suspects
in it leave the driveway and make
several wide turns. When the vehicle made a turn without a signal,
officers pulled the vehicle over for
erratic driving and made contact
with the driver, identified as Daniel
Witham,38,of Old Town.The officer noticed that Witham's speech
was slurred and that his eyes were
bloodshot. When officers asked
Witham how much he had to drink,
he replied, "half a fifth." Witham
failed a field sobriety tests and was
placed under arrest for operating
under the influence.
Students caught attempting a
free ride from Old Town Taxi
At 10:39 p.m. Feb 25, an offi-

cer on patrol outside Gannett Hall
was approached by an Old Town
Taxi cab driver who claimed two
individuals had left the cab without paying. A description of the
suspects was given to resident
assistants, and it was learned that
they had fled to Knox Hall. After
arriving at Knox Hall, officers
were able to locate the suspects,
who were identified as Kenneth
Raymond, 22, of Waterville, and
William
Cochran, 21, of
Vassalboro. The cab driver identified them for officers, and both
Raymond and Cochran were
issued summonses for theft of
services.
Man sets bulletin board on fire,
charged with class A arson
At 1:00 a.m. March 4, Public
Safety responded to an electronic
fire alarm at Estabrooke Hall.
Upon arrival, officers learned that
there was a fire on the first floor,

Did you score
last night?

and that a bulletin board had been
set ablaze. The fire had traveled to
the walls and roof, but had been
successfully extinguished by several students. After police and rescue services had successfully
cleared the smoke from the building and taped off the damaged
area, students were let back inside
the building. Officers began conducting interviews, and a description of the suspect was created.
The following evening, officers
interviewed the primary suspect,
identified as David Weir, 25, of
Orono. Weir admitted to having
started the fire. Weir was allegedly heavily intoxicated when he
returned to Estabrooke Hall, and
had flicked a piece of paper on the
bulletin board with his lighter.
Weir claimed that when he heard
the fire alarm activate, he decided
to go back to his room. As a
result, Weir was placed under
arrest for class A arson and transported to Penobscot County Jail.

Matt Williams
Sports Editor
581-1268
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Student helps repair Katrina damage
Thurston takes part in MTV's alternative spring break program
By Dana Bulba
For The Maine Campus

CAMPUS PHOTO BY LAURA GIORGIO

NO EMERGENCY— The University of Maine Department of
Public Safety has seen an increase in false 911 calls from
emergency call boxes.

Public Safety reports
increase in false calls
By Elyse Kahl
For The Maine Campus
False 911 phone calls have
become a major concern for
Public Safety officials.
The department receives
many 911 calls in which the
caller hangs up without speaking to the dispatcher.
An officer is obliged to
respond to each one, which can
prevent them from being at an
actual emergency.
According to Public Safety
Officer Deborah Mitchell, officials receive approximately

"Please, ifyou dial911
by accident and a police
dispatcher answers the
phone, be kind enough to
tell the dispatcher and
let them know that
everything is OK"
Deb Mitchell
Officer
Public Safety
nine to 12 hang-ups on a given
day.
Mitchell also said that most
of the calls come from the
emergency buttons located
inside the elevator.
She believes that one reason
for all these calls could be
plain curiosity. People might
just want to see what happens
when you press the emergency
button.
Other reasons could be that

they were under the influence
and accidentally hit the button
or they were trying to make an
outside call and dialed nine
instead of eight before the
number.
Mitchell said it is important
people let them know if the call
is an accident.
"As far as people letting us
know when they do this, it is
about 50-50."
Half of the time people will
stay on the line to explain, and
the rest of the time they won't.
This is a problem because
officers don't know if there's
an emergency or not.
Public Safety officials and
other emergency responders
have to waste valuable time
checking up on accidental 911
calls.
Sometimes officials even
have to break from emergencies to check up on the calls.
As far as what should be
done about this problem, Jacob
Landry, a first-year computer
science major, believes that
having an advisory displaying
what happens when the button
is pressed might help alleviate
the problem.
"Maybe if they had a warning on the consequences of
pushing the button for no reason, students would be less
inclined to press the button."
Mitchell believes people
should stay on the line and
explain.
"Please, if you dial 911 by
accident and a police dispatcher answers the phone, be kind
enough to respond to tell the
dispatcher and let them know
that everything is.0K."

While some students spent
their spring break hitting the
slopes in Colorado or sipping
margaritas on the shores of
Acapulco, one student had
something a little different on
her agenda.
Freshman
Whitney
Thurston
spent a week
of her spring
break helping
Katrina victims rebuild
in the hard hit
city of Biloxi,
Thurston
Mississippi.
MTV and
United Way partnered in
recruiting 100 students from all
over the country to participate
in Storm Corps, the first United
Way-Think MTV alternative
Spring Break Program.
Thurston was chosen from a
pool of over 4,000 applicants,
ages 18-25, based on prior
community service and three
essays.
Thurston said she happened
to see an advertisement on
MTV and applied immediately.
"Being from [Maine] you
don't really experience natural
disasters like that. That's why I
went personally. I couldn't
even fathom what it was like, I
had no idea, and I figured six
months after the hurricane it
would be better, but it's so bad.
It's like a ghost town there,"
said Thurston.
The 100 student volunteers
were broken into groups of 10
during the week of March 1118 and given daily tasks such
as roofing, gutting houses,
tearing up floors and picking
up countless amounts of debris.
"It's going to take at least

six years to get it where it was
before," she said. "It's a long,
long process."
An organization, "Hands
On," hosted the volunteering
students. They provided housing and food for all involved.
A lot of the work in Biloxi,
said Thurston, is being done to
help regenerate the economy so
it functions normally again.
Casinos and big businesses
are the major projects for
Biloxi. Houses, on the other
hand, have not been much of a
concern.
"I saw one house the entire
time that I was there that was
being built up again," said
Thurston.
"Houses are still being torn
down."
Because it's a poor area,
some Of the locals are still
residing in unlivable conditions.
"I want other people to
know that it's really bad down
there, and it's going to stay
really bad unless other people
[help]," said Thurston.
The majority of the communities where Storm Corps volunteered consisted of the elderly. Because of this the residents
were not able to help as much
as they would have liked.
Thurston said the residents
were hopeful that things would
eventually work out, and it
helped create positive attitudes
among the volunteers who
were all highly discouraged by
the severity of the damage.
"I think MTV's partnership
with the United Way offers
young people an opportunity to
go beyond donations and help
victims in the Gulf Coast," said
Christina Norman, president of
MTV, in a press release.
Along with sponsoring the
event, MTV documented the
services of Storm Corps, "The

Amazing Break," which aired
Saturday, March 25.
Thurston said there were
camera crews everywhere
while the students were volunteering.
"You're trying to like pull
up a wall and there'd be a camera zooming in," she said.
Thurston said even though
she's not a huge MTV fan, she
was glad that they took part in
the relief.
"I really hope that it does
get students involved. I mean
you can go get drunk with your
friends anytime, but I think
that it's really important to
help people that really need
this badly," said Thurston.
"We are very pleased to be
working with Think MTV on
this initiative, which will both
help those in need in the Gulf
Coast and give young people
an alternative way to spend
their school vacations," said
Brian A. Gallagher, president
and CEO of the United Way of
America, in a press release.
Thurston, along with the
other volunteers, were constantly encouraged while in
Mississippi to share their experiences with as many people as
possible.
Along with the national
media coverage Storm Corps
garnered through outlets such
as CNN and The Wall Street
Journal, Thurston took it upon
herself to share her experiences
with local newspapers and television stations.
Thurston said she is continuing her participation in community service projects.
"I just started talking to the
Eastern Maine United Way to
find opportunities in the area."
At the end of the school year
she hopes to return to Biloxi to
continue helping with the relief
efforts.

Sigma Chi raises money for local charity
By Ryan Clark
Staff Reporter
The Sigma Chi fraternity
presented a $1,000 check to the
Children's Miracle Network of
Bangor on Saturday.
Since 1992, more than 220
chapters across Canada and the
United States have donated
more than $3 million for area
CMN hospitals.
Like other chapters, Sigma
Chi raised money through a
week-long competition known
as Derby Days.
The event gets sororities to
compete with one another to
raise the most money.
"We had some of the best
support we have had this year,"
said Derby Days chairman
Roderick McQuirter. "The girls
chipped in, and it was an awesome occasion. Last year we
raised $300 and this year we got
to $1,000."
The four sororities that participated were Alpha Phi, Chi
Omega, Delta Zeta and Pi Beta
Phi, who won the competition.
Sigma Chi rewarded the
sororities by donating money for
upcoming philanthr,opic events.

Starting last Sunday, the
competition began with a scavenger hunt.
In addition to getting points
for retrieving the item, the
sororities were also given
points for creativity.
• McQuirter noted that he was
surprised with Alpha Phi's creativity when they were told to
find a worm.
While most groups presented
an actual worm, Alpha Phi did a
dance where they moved like
one.
"Ashley Dzioba, Caroline
Seastrom and myself did the
scavenger hunt together, and we
could not find a live worm and
none of the bait shops were
open," said Alpha Phi member
Lisa Acquaviva.
"When we got there, Ashley
actually did the worm."
During the week, the sororities were able to capture more
points through events ranging
from answering questions about
the fraternity to wearing their
letters.
On Friday, the last day of the
competition, members from the
sororities competed in the
"Rock-A-Thon," where they

had to sit in a rocker from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. outside the front
entrance of Memorial Union.
During the event, the sororities had members sit in the
rocker as they tried to garner
points.
Besides answering more
questions on Sigma Chi history,
the event allowed the different
sororities to mingle.
"It is such a good cause and
it is really going towards something that is helpful to kids,"
said Pi Beta Phi member Andrea
Can.
"We are really doing our part
in the Greek community to help
and it has been fun since I did
not know everyone from the
different sororities."
The first Derby Day was in
1933 at the campus of the
of
University
California
Berkeley, which became an
instant success.
Originally, the event had
comedic skits, but over the
years, chapters have altered the
competition in various ways.
The Children's Miracle
Network fulfills wishes of area
children with terminal illnesses.
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Month-long event honors legacy of women in American society
By Brian Sylvester
Staff Reporter
Last month's 2006 Women's
History Celebration, sponsored by
the women in the curriculum and
women's studies program, was considered a success by event organizers.
The program of events was
expanded from last year's to include
a wide variety of presentations, documentary films, music, discussions
and a modern art exhibit by photographer Lauren Shaw.
This year's theme was "The
Spaces We Occupy: Women working in Maine and beyond," and
explored many issues local to the
stare of Maine.
Mazie Hough, associate director
ofthe women's studies program, was
quite pleased with this year's celebration.
"We had a really wonderful series
of events," she said. "They were
well-attended."
She spoke at length about the
many different events that were held
throughout the month, all exploring
aspects of feminism and women's
rights having to do with the state of
Maine, as well as many of national
and international interest
"Part of what we try to do,"
Hough said, "is think globally and
act locally."
The events included a talk given
by Elizabeth DeWoolfe, who discussed the death of mill worker Mary
Bean, a woman who died of an
attempted abortion in 1849.
Cynthia Phinney, the business
manager of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
presented a talk on women in economics entitled "More than
Consumers: Women Shaping the
Global Community."
Photographer Lauren Shaw presented an exhibit of Maine women
living on the land, which is still
available for viewing in the Hudson
Museum.
The exhibit is intended to remain

on display through the month of
May.
Maureen Elgersman Lee, the
author of the book "Black Bangor,"
which explores the history of African
Americans in Bangor from 1880 to
1950, a distinguished historian from
the University of Southern Maine
presented a lecture discussing the
roles of women in that area and time
period, and a discussion and book
signing followed her lecture.
Other highlights of the month
included a performance by nationally acclaimed folk music duo
"Emma's Revolution,"
By far the most exciting addition
to the events of this year's celebration, said Hough, was the inclusion
of a student-organized international
women's day celebration.
This celebration was primarily
the brainchild of two international
students at the University of Maine,
Nadiya Dragan and Ion Iepure.
"It just felt odd that this holiday
said
does not exist in the
Dragan, a first-year communications
graduate student.
"Women in the U.S: deserve to
have this holiday."
It is traditional in eastern
Europe to hold a celebration in
honor of women all over the
world, and these two students
wished to bring that celebration to
the United States and to the
UMaine campus.
The events, which included poetry readings, classical and modem
music, dancing and a performance
by the Maine Steiners, were well
received by the students.
"We had crowds of people
approaching us after the concert to
tell us how much they enjoyed the
concert," Dragan said.
She and Ieupure both emphasized the unique European flavor of
the festivities.
"I believe people would remember this event as something different
from what they have seen before,"
Dragan said.
Iepure, a business major, echoed

CAMPUS PHOTO BY KEVIN REARDON

DOCUMENTARY DRAMA — Audience members watch the documentary Maine Women
Living on the Land. It was a project by photographer Lauren Shaw and was shown as
part of the 2006 Women's History Celebration.
her sentiments, saying he hoped
everyone who participated "had a
special and nice European celebration, and took with them nice memories."
The university has held celebrations of one kind or another during
the month of March in honor of

women's rights and women's history
since the 1970s.
The vast majority of these events
have been sponsored by the women's
studies program or, more recently,by
the women in the curriculum program.
The goal of the events, according

to Hough, is "to honor all women's
achievements."
She went on to say that she hoped
the events would also honor diversity among women.
"We really emphasize the importance of diversity in women's experiences."

What are you doing next year?
Here's what students are saying
about the new one-year MBA:
"The professors are approachable.We
learned so much in a short period of time.

Win,
lose
or
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"My classmates are fantastic,too.We get
along well and we socialize on weekends.I
really like that they come from a variety of
backgrounds.
"I studied biology as an undergraduate.
What I am learning now will help me in
my medical career?'
—Liberty Elliott '06

It's your time.
Spend it wisely.

Randy Cummings
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Opinion-Editorial

Bad wording
makes for a
bad ballot
Student voters were faced with a
confusing question last week when
they voted on whether to raise the
Student Activity Fee.
"Do you support limiting any
increases of the student activity fee
over the next four years to a onetime increase of $10, effective Fall
of 2006?" The question was intended to ask if students would support
increasing the activity fee, but it
never mentioned it on the ballot.
Instead it asked students specifically about limiting the raise to a
one-time affair. The wording
implied that the one-time increase
was a forgone conclusion.
The full resolution was available
in the conference, but that doesnit
excuse the obtuse and confusing
wording Student Government
chose for this process. Though it
was done because the futureincreases limit was included in the
resolution, Student Government
still should have found a clearer
way to relate their intentions to voters.
Student
future,
In
the
Government should be more mindful that its constituency isn't privy
to the evolution of each resolution
and put things in layman's terms to
avoid confusion and allegations of
unfairness.

Prank calls
hurt UMaine
Prank calls are usually funny, not
to the person receiving them, but
certainly to the people making them.
However, a recent increase in the
number of prank calls made to
Public Safety from elevators and
call boxes has sparked concerns
about response times as well as time
wasted responding to these calls.
When you're out late with
friends, the last thing you want to
see is a police car rolling up on you
out of nowhere. Public Safety officers are required to check up on any
calls made to call boxes, so just
remember that the next time you feel
like drunk dialing Public Safety.
Prank calls waste officers' valuable time and energy and make the
rest of the campus unsafe for the
period of time when officers
respond.
The Maine Campus would like
to remind students to please be safe
and not use the call boxes unless it is
an emergency. If you ever accidently hit an emergency button, please
stick around and notify the operator
to what happened.

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor should be no
longer than 300 words in length and
should include the author's name,

Black and
White TV
An old-fashioned
stereotype show

STAFF REPORTER

Maine Campus reserves the right to edit
submissions for length and clarity..
The Maine Campus
5748 Memorial Union

op i nion@

ainecampus.com

See LETTERS on page 9

See B&W on page 9

Proud to be heteronormative
"Against nature" isn't always "a crime against nature"
Back in 1991, English professor
Michael Warner of Rutgers
University coined the term "heteronormativity." This is often used to
criticize people who refer to homosexuality as abnormal or unnatural.
There's a negative connotation to
the word and it's often used interchangeably with "homophobia."
Let's look at the root of the
word. Taken at face value, I admit
to being extremely heteronomative.
When I first meet a person I assume
they are straight unless I detect
some clue that tells me otherwise.
This is because male-to-female
attraction is normal. Pardon me if
that's an offensive remark to some,
but it's time to face reality.
A lot of gay and lesbian organizations have discarded the Kinsey
estimate that says 10 percent of the
population is gay. Modern estimates, such as the exit polls from
the 2004 election, find the number

OPINION EDITOR
to be around 4 percent.
This means that 96 percent of
the population is straight.
Therefore, for every 25 people you
meet, only one is going to be gay.
With those odds,I don't understand
what's wrong with calling it abnormal. Being a natural redhead is also
abnormal. This isn't passing judgment, it's just a statement about
probability and occurrences within
a population.
I've heard biased reports that
say scientists have found gay animals. Dr. Bruce Bagermihl says
there are about 450 different

species confirmed to have instances
of homosexual preference. These
findings attempt to present homosexuality as natural. Let's keep in
mind that there are, according to
biologist Jeff McNeely, around 15
million different species of animals.
Let's also factor in that animals are
stupid and don't always know what
they're doing. Any example of
homosexuality in animals can be
seen as an error in nature. If nearly
4 percent of animals were gay, it
would be painfully obvious
because they don't have social stigmas holding them back.
The vast majority of animals do
not have sex for fun. Humans, dolphins, monkeys and a few other
species are the exception. Doesn't it
make sense that these animals
would have the luxury of inventing
sexual practices that are not
See NORMAL on page 9

Letters to the Editor
Behave yourself, hockey fans
All of us associated with the
UMaine hockey program are
excited and proud to be headed
for Milwaukee and the Frozen
Four. It has been a great sea-
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son, and we all feel that were
playing our best hockey at the
right time. We plan to do
everything we can to bring the
national championship back to
Orono.
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All of us associated with the
Black Bears hope for nothing
but good memories from the
coming weekend. We all hope

It's a great idea, just a bad
choice of characters — or is it?
Although most of us on campus do not get the FX network, I
am sure by now most of you have
heard of the show,"Black/White."
In a nutshell, this show pairs a
black family and a white family as
they parade around as members of
each others' races.
Normally, taking two families
whose knowledge of different
kinds of culture is limited and
educating them seems like a good
idea. In this case, the show has
been more about entertainment
than anything. At times it makes
you wonder what the purpose of a
show like this is.
In one of the episodes I
watched,each family worked with
a dialect coach so they could learn
each others'"language." Basically
for the white family pretending to
be black, it was saying "chilren"
instead of "children" and for their
counterparts it was saying "feeling" instead of "feelin." During
this session, they used these
words so when they went out,
they could fool about their race.
Teaching different races to say
certain words based on stereotypes was bad enough until the
woman who was white called the
black woman "bitch." That is the
one word you do not call a
woman, especially a black
woman. Not that I have ever done
it, but I knew people in high
school who did, and let's say this
— maybe people should not be so
negative about the concept of
women boxing.
My point is that because these
people were learning about stereotypical dialects, it caused more
harm than good. Sadly enough,
this goes beyond the words. It
goes down to the issue that this
show has more or less placed a
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NORMAL
From Page 8
designed for reproduction.
If a sexual practice is invented,
that means it is unnatural. The
problem is that some people don't
like being told what they're doing is
unnatural and see it as an attack.
Same-sex relationships are
unnatural, but so are oral sex, video
games and pharmaceutical drugs.
The assumption is that because
something is unnatural, it must also
be immoral. That's simply not true.
Morals are a judgment ofethics, not
a diagnosis of what phenomena
occurs in nature and what is invented. There are people who think that
eating meat is natural, but find it to
be immoral.
Morals are also lucid, so it's up

B&W
From Page 8
black eye over seeing the other
side.
Instead of everyone learning
what it's like to walk in another
person's shoes, I think it has
resulted in them disliking the
other race more. For example, of
all the people they could have
chosen for a black man, they
selected one of the most angry,
bitter people I have ever seen.
Not to crack on the man or anything, but even he said that he got
made fun of for being too white as
a kid. So instead of moving past
that, it's as if he carries it with
him.
not sayiag,that this
has
no reason to be pissed but he tries
to use being black as an excuse for
the smallest details. For example,
when he and his "black" counterpart were walking down the street,
a white woman went across the
street. This man said that she
moved because they were black.
Let's be honest here: At times
we all have those thoughts.

THE MAINE CAMPUS
to each individual to decide what
they feel is right and wrong. There
are people who think homosexuality is immoral. A small portion of
them commit acts of violence
against gay people. That is a horrible, inexcusable crime that most
people, heteronormative or not,
condemn. It's not fair to lump violent rednecks in with everyone who
disagrees with the gay community.
In college, we're told that we
benefit from hearing a diverse
assortment of views. People have
the right to disagree with any aspect
of the gay community without
being labeled hatemongers. I don't
understand the harm in assuming
people are straight. There's a fine
line between a logical calculation
and hate.
Michael Hartwell is a senior
journalism major.

However, to say that is why a
woman moved to the other side of
the road is more than just being a
tad racist, it's being stupid. It
would be one thing if.she walked
by them and looked scared and
nervous, but it's something different when she moves to the other
side when they are more than 20
feet apart.
I hope for those who have seen
this show,they know better than to
think that all people who are black
or white think and feel like that.
By using two families that represent stereotypes about each culture, it hinders the ability to learn
about the good people each culture has. Outside of having people
discuss this show across the
nation, the only purpose it has
served is to promote the notion
that in order for something like
this to work, people need to have
an open mind.
Having an open mind when it
comes to being different? What an
interesting concept. Maybe FX
knew what they were doing after
all.
Ryan Clark is a seniorjournalism major from Pensacola,
Florida.

that reflects positively on our
university. Thanks again for
all your support this season.
Let's Go Blue!

LETTERS
From Page 8
you will watch us play, either
with your friends or at one of
the viewing sites on campus.
No matter the outcome, we all
ask that you engage in conduct

• Tim Whitehead
UMaine Hockey Coach
Blake James
Interim Athletic Director
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Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down

• Henry Winkler
• Search engines
• Malted candy eggs
• Arctic Monkeys
• Chicken carbonara
• Bronson Pinchot
• Libraries
*Peeps
•Polar ice caps
• Quiznos prime rib
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Democracy in the Middle East
Abdul Rahman has shown us why it just doesn't fit
Welcome to Afghanistan,bastion
ofliberty, where a man is guaranteed
flee religious expression, provided
only that he is certifiably insane.
Here we have the unfortunate
case of Abdul Rahman, who faces
execution on charges of apostasy.
Rahman broke religious law by converting from Islam to Christianity 16
years ago, somehow managing to
fly below radar for the duration of
that time, until he was finally discovered in possession of a Bible.
The suspect is armed with a
Bible. Repeat: Bible. Swarm!
His arrest and brief incarceration
are met with shocked outrage in
parts of the world, notably including
conservative America, where all of a
sudden even George Bush brand
certainty isn't so reassuring. Could
this be happening? A Christian on
trial in the new, democratized
Middle East?
Twenty-four hour news networks
keep solemn vigil as the events
unfold. President Karzai enters the
scene as a man torn, faced with an
awful choice: submit to the will of
the people, or submit to the will of
the sponsors. Police stand guard as
protesters chant in the streets.
Muslim clerics call for Rahman's
blood. His conversion is thought by
some to be part of a larger conspiracy, possibly plotted by the West or
the Jews. Diplomats look for ways to
avoid a crisis. And in the courthouse,
above the frenzy, chief presiding
judge Ansarullah Mawlavi Zada
makes his proclamation to the press:
-We have constitution and law here,"
he says."Nobody has the right to put
pressure on us."
The situation is nearing its boiling
point. Rahman's life hangs in the
balance.
But suddenly, as the sun rises

ERIC
MILLER
FOR THE MAINE CAMPUS
over Kabul on Monday morning,the
tension is released, and the world
realizes that Rahman's entire struggle was just a big moot point.
Thankfully, it turns out the guy's a
complete nutcase, and nutcases are
unfit for trial.
The End.
But as the credits begin to roll, the
audience refuses to stand, and it
reminds you of that time you paid
nine bucks to sit through "Vanilla
Sky." There is something unsettling
about the resolution, something that
remains patently unresolved. It's like
watching a street magician do a card
trick poorly. Nobody is fooled, but
you clap softly because you feel it's
expected.
Following his dismissal, Abdul
Rahman sits quietly in an unspecified - but surely fortified - location,
while chants rise like smoke from
the crowded streets: "Death to
Bush!" they scream, "Death to
Christians!" It's just another day in
democracy.
Even in the darkest of Rahman's
72 or so hours of fame, the poor,
unwitting, feeble-minded apostate
had reason to believe that he might
keep his head. Across the sea, in
America, there was a distinct sense
that ol' Abdul would be okay after
all, that maybe his life was just a little too symbolic to ,duck a happy
ending. But how happy is it? And is
it the end?
Every week it seems the divide
between Fast and West becomes a
little more pronounced, as if the very
fabric of the earth is in the process of

tearing, and we realize how little we
understand it We are finding that the
Middle East is not just a different
region, or a different culture, but
rather an entirely different world. In
many ways it's as foreign to us as
Lisa Simpson's Rand McNally,
where "they wear hats on their feet
and hamburgers eat people." It's a
world that gets rocked every single
day, sometimes by bombs, sometimes by books, and at least once by
a Danish comic strip.
We don't understand, and unfortunately, neither does our leadership.
This year will mark the fifth
anniversary of 9-11, the fifth year of
the War on Terror, the fifth year of
America's great project, democratizing the Arab. We have learned now
that it's not as easy as they thought it
would be. Neither is it as cheap, as
quick, or as successful. At this point
the fanfare,banners,slogans and dismissive comments seem a little
ridiculous, and the Bush administration has no choice but to look upon
the monster it has created, and to
concede that it never really had any
idea what it was getting into.
It has been reported that Abdul
Rahman has now left Afghanistan
and has been granted asylum in Italy.
This is fortunate, because if he was
found in the streets ofKabul,demonstrators have vowed to kill him. But
if his new home doesn't suit, or if he
finds himself pining for the motherland,it mightjust be best to return to
his country. If there's one thing
we've learned about Afghanistan's
caves, it's that people who hide in
them are pretty damn hard to find.
And who knows, if Rahman lays
low for a while, maybe his pursuers
will get distracted elsewhere... Iraq?
Eric Miller is a graduate student
in the English Department.

Anti-war view is logically flawed
As terrible as war is, sometimes there's no alternative
With the Iraqi war turning three,
once again the anti-war movement
is back on the front pages and on
the streets, re-protesting what
they've said dozens of times
before. Personally, I'm all for
expressing one's opinion about our
country's foreign policy, but I think
it's time to bring to light some of
the grim realities of the world in
relation to the anti-war movement's messages and hope that
some logic and reason, something I
find lacking in their statements, is
finally brought into consideration.
Let's start off with a common
enough desire of many current
anti-war organizations: the complete and total pull-out and disbanding of all American forces
from Iraq and other parts of the
planet. It's argued that if this were
to occur and an isolationist stance
is adopted in our foreign policy, the
world would actually become a
much safer place and people would
stop fighting, and that it would help
the general promotion of order and
stability. It may seem like a decent
enough idea on paper. But if,
tomorrow, America was to pull all
of its armed forces out of Iraq and
other parts of the world, and then
disarm the military to the bare
amount needed to help maintain

even be quite the opposite.
If you believe that widespread
peace and friendship would result
if all the countries of the world to
disarm, then you need to get all of
them to disarm at the same time.
It's naïve to think that a 'follow by
FOR THE MAINE CAMPUS example' approach would be the
only way of achieving world
the country, does anyone here hon- peace. And when you achieve that
estly think the rest of the world miracle of simultaneous disarmawould follow suit? That Britain, ment, you need to have a way to
France, Russia and China would keep things that way. Talk and
drastically downsize their mili- blind trust alone will not stop any
taries as well? That Iran and North country from suddenly rebuilding
Korea would cease trying to their armies from scratch.
become nuclear powered dictator- Negotiation and good intentions
ships? That the Israelis and the didn't stop Hitler from charging
Palestinians would stop fighting across Europe over half a century
each other and get along?
ago and it certainly hasn't stopped
The answer is an obvious 'No,' the genocide in Sudan today. It's
and for many reasons. First, any- perfectly acceptable for anyone or
one who's taken a basic anthropol- any organization to want to proogy course will tell you that people mote peace and stability, and I am
from different cultures and parts of hardly trying to say that war is any
the world think differently. And better a method in achieving world
sadly, not all the countries are on peace or stability. It should be
the same page regarding world understood that things are much
peace. What MPAC may think is more complicated than many peothe proper way for everyone to get ple would like them to be, and that
along may not be the way that you cannot take care of every probother people halfway across the lem using the exact same solution
globe in Europe or Asia or the every time.
Middle East think is the proper
Paul Goodman is a sophomore
way to get along- in fact it may new media major.

UMaine artists display
work at the Harlow Gallery
• Page 13

MUSK
"A Walk Between Two Worlds"
Jam Session with Cuban
musician Pablo Menendez
4 p.m.
Monday, April 3
North Pod, Memorial Union

style

Ani does it the
way she does
best. Page 12

th&Agt

The Project: Semi-finals
8 p.m.
Tuesday, April 4
Memorial Union
Lost on Liftoff, Still Standing,
Soundbender
8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 5
Ushuaia
$8

Late Night in the Union and
Hawaiian Dance Party
9 p.m.
Friday, April 7
Memorial Union

"The Diary of Anne Frank"
performed by the Seem-to-Be
players
9:30 a.m. apd noon
Wednesday, April 5
Maine Center for the Arts

"The New Year in Sri Lanka"
10 a.m.
Thursday, April 6
Hudson Museum
Poetry Reading by Pierre Joris
Part of the New Writing Series
4:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 6
Jeness Hall
Arts of Asia: The Sacred and
the Secular
9 a.m.
through June 23
Hudson Museum
Embedded Quilts from the
Iraq War
9 a.m.
through May 30
Hudson Museum
Yin and Yang: Elements of
Chinese Gardens
through June 23
Hudson Museum
The works of photographer
Michael Alpert, sculptor Laura
Fernstock and five landscape
paintings
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
through April 8
University of Maine Museum
of Art
Norumbega Hall, Bangor
$5; Free with MaineCard

MOVIES
"The Chronicles of Narnia"
7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Wednesday, April 5
100 DPC
Friday, April 7
Bangor Room

BARS
35 cent wings & $2 Bud Light
Pints
Mondays
Finger Rock at Ushuaia
Open Mic Night
9-11 p.m.
Wednesdays
Soma 36
Karaoke
4 p.m. - midnight
Thursdays
Staar Club

DESTRUCTI0i1
eporte_r explores
writings on the
wall around UMaine
By Eryk Salvaggio
Staff Reporter
In one of the men's bathrooms in Nutting Hall,
amongst the traditionally
rowdy odes to various bodily functions and drawings of
illegal substances and beer,
is a random drawing of a pair
oflips inside a picture frame.
It's this kind of thing that
might make someone wonder about the social space. of
the bathroom stall: Is it any kind of reflection
of our campus community as a whole? Does
graffiti tell us more about the student body
than we might fmd out through polls, questionnaires and interviews? Can we look at
stalls as an historical study of our university, as
they sit silently carved through decades of
Frank Zappa, Van Haien, Dead Kennedys and
Blink 182 fans?
It can be tough, as the University of Maine
fights graffiti with various degrees of effectiveness. In Memorial Union, most of the
men's stalls are an unblemished blue, whereas
in buildings like Nutting, massive murals,
some with blatant threats of homophobic violence, are allowed to stay visible for months,if
not years.
Researchers at Karlstad University in
Sweden conducted a study
in 1998 that showed the primary cause of graffiti was not
alcohol consumption or childish behavior. It was a sense of
frustration with some element
of their community. You don't
see people declaring their love
for ice cream, Christmas or the
English language on a bathroom stall. You see people
venting frustrations, and from the numerous
pen and ink sketches of men and women at
their most, uh, "loving moments," there's a
predictably massive degree of sexual frustration on campus— though I should admit that
my observations are all taken from men's
rooms.
,

But take that frustration theme a bit further. Conversations take a different tone
in a bathroom stall. In the press or in
conversation, we're ruled by a sense
of respect: We can have intelligent
discussions between intelligent
people who disagree, with various degrees of success. In the
anonymous forum of the bathroom stall, where we engage in
what is perhaps our most
socially unpalatable act,
there's a kind of freedom
that we can't get anywhere
else. Free speech's most
open frontier is the bathroom stall. There are no
expectations on your
writing, including the
complete abandonSee GRAFFITI
on Page 13

If you would like an event
posted on the go! calendar,
please contact Pattie Barry on
FirstClass.
CAMPUS ILLUSTRATION BY LAURA GIORGIO AND PATTIE BARRY. GRAFITTI SAMPLES FROM NUTTING HALL PHOTOGRAPHED BY ERYK SALVAGGIO
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You Gotta Work

Going back to the folk's roots
Riotfolk concert on Friday called for political action and music
By Astra Brinkmann
Staff Reporter
Armed only with guitars and
their voices, Ethan Miller, Kate
Boverman and Ryan Harvey
kept their promise to make folk
music a threat again. Hailing
from the artistic community of
www.riotfolk.org, these performers sympathized with their
audiences, but they waved their
fists in the air against local and
global oppression.
Friday's free concert, promoted by the Maine Peace
Action Committee, took place
in Memorial Union's MultiPurpose Room. At first, the
bland room was off-putting for
such an intimate show, but the
musicians did a fine job of
warming up the crowd as they
took turns serenading and
telling stories.

The Maine-rooted duo Ethan
Miller and Kate Boverman
were first to play. Miller
appeared to carry most of the
musical brunt, as he sang the
melody and strummed his guitar, but Boverman's harmonizing vocals gave the songs a
softer touch. The material they

CONCERT REVIEW
touched on came from working
class issues, the war in Iraq,
historical civil rights heroes
and racism.
One of their songs featured
the inspiring words of revolutionary and poet Roque Dalton,
which Boverman spoke over
mellow guitar, "I believe that
the world is beautiful, and that
poetry, like bread, is for everyone." Overall, Miller and

Boverman's
pieces
were
impressive
and
poetic,
enforced by their strong lyrics
and appealing composition.
California-based
Ryan
Harvey delivered much of the
same message, but peppered
his music with comedy and the
occasional but relevant ramble.
He opened with a doctored
cover of Bob Dylan's "The
Times They Are (Not) AChangin," explaining that folk
music allows you to touch the
untouchables.
In one of his anecdotes,
Harvey explained that when he
was 17, he was visited by FBI
agents. They told him that they
were on his side and that if he
was planning an event, i.e., a
protest, that he should let them
know so that, "the police won't
See FOLK on Page 12

Finding balance in dirt and zen
By Eryk Salvaggio
Staff Reporter
CAMPUS PHOTO BY ROSE COLLINS

HOT STUFF — Peter Gerard from Beta Theta Pi struts his stuff
at the Mr. Fraternity Contest on Tuesday night in the Union.
They raised more than $500 to benefit juvenile arthritis.

Ten Bucks play teases
out bedroom politics
By Zach Dionne
Copy Editor

switching of the play is remarkably well done. The story builds
solely through the developments
The Ten Bucks Theatre's rendi- in the bedrooms of the couples. At
tion of Alan Ayckbourn's comedy one point near the play's end, the
"Bedroom Farce" at the Brewer switching between the bedrooms
Middle School Auditorium was is so rapid and well-done that the
one of the most comedic and audience barely has time to blink
entertaining plays to be performed or gasp for air between laughs.
"Farce" starts as a mildly funny
locally this school year.
Directed by Elaine DiFalco play and works its way up to hilarDaugherty, the Orono Middle ious moment after moment. Each
School's drama coach, the play character is eccentric and enerfeatured a cast deep in variety and getic in their own way. Ernest and
background. The diverse cast Delia are a simple, older couple
included David Alan Morrison, a whose interactions bring smiles to
playwright whose work
the faces of the audience.
has been performed in THEATER Nick is a whiny man,
forced to lie in bed and
assorted venues across
REVIEW complain to his wife, Jan,
the nation; Jenny Hart, a
who compliments him
theater graduate of UNH;
and the University of Maine's excellently with her range of
own freshman double majoring in seething sarcasm and sweet tentheater and math, Simon Ferland. derness. Susannah is an emotional
"Farce" is a tale of four cou- basketcase, bawling at every corples, centering on Trevor and ner and practicing her "confidence
Susannah, played by Simon mantras" when she believes she is
Ferland and Hillary Roberts. alone. Malcolm, played by
Ironically, Trevor and Susannah UMaine professor Dominick
are the only couple whose own Varney, spends the majority of the
bedroom is not a location in the play mistakenly dressed in his
While
Trevor
play.
and wife's much-too-tight sweater. He
Susannah's troubled marriage is takes the stage as the most enthuthe main plot of the play, each siastic and animated character of
couple's own story is well devel- the bunch. As with the.other couples, Malcolm is well-compleoped and prominent throughout.
Delia and Ernest, played by mented by his wife, Kate, who is
Carol Varney and John Greenman, played by UMaine's own Kate
open the play as an older couple in Johnson.
"Bedroom Farce" is a wontheir bedroom, getting ready for a
night on the town. As the plot derful comedy and the Ten
unfolds, the action bounces back Bucks Theatre's presentation
and forth between the bedrooms was fantastic. Be on the lookof Delia and Ernest, Kate and out for future productions
Malcolm, and the passionate and from the Ten Bucks Theatre. If
quirky young couple hosting a the quality is anywhere near
house warming party, Nick and that of "Farce," the performance will be well worth
Jan.
This bedroom-to-bedroom attending.

The "Arts of Asia: The Sacred
and the Secular" exhibit at the
Hudson Museum finds its centerpiece in Marta Morse's photographs of Chinese gardens.
Dating from 1983 and 1986, these
photographs grant insight into the
gorgeous practice of Chinese gardening as a metaphor. As the
exhibit cards tell us, these gardens
are similar to stepping into a
poem or a painting, with the same
careful arrangements of objects
and meaning.
Yin and yang is an apt
metaphor for this practice, as the
history and design of Chinese gardens is ripe with duality.

standings. For the Chinese, a garden wasn't simply a place to grow •
flowers and vegetables; in fact, it
was almost never used for this
purpose. Instead, the spaces were
used to balance nature with the
surrounding environment, a way
of balancing the bustle of city life
with nature, a way of bringing yin
together
with yang. This was done
Hudson Museum
through the careful arrangement
Exhibition
of rocks, flowers and trees to
inspire reflection and calm the
A gorgeous space of peace and mind. The layout and structure of
reflection, they also served for these spaces became an art in its
many women as a kind of prison, own right, as designers carefully
their only connection to a world played chaotic explosions of
flowers and trees alongside careoutside of their homes.
When thinking of Chinese gar- fully streamlined fences, walls,
dens, westerners often approach
See ZEN on Page 13
them with our own cultural under-

Traditional chinese gardens were
born out of the architecture of
nearby India. They combine elements of Buddhism, Taoism,
Hinduism and Confucianism;
they were built by the extraordinarily powerful but were also
enjoyed by peasants within cities.

Russian Kids Circus wows all ages
Cross-cultural event delights
with tricks and flips at the
MCA Saturday afternoon
By Astra Brinkmann
Staff Reporter

CAMPUS PHOTO BY ANDREW GORDON

PIECE OF CAKE — Performers from the Russian
American Kids Circus perform at the MCA.

Think riding a unicycle is hard? Then you
should try do-si-doing or jumping rope while
furiously pedaling away in front of hundreds
of people.
Saturday's performance at the Maine
Center of the Arts featured the award-winning Russian American Kids Circus, an event
whose participants are between the ages of
six and 16. According to its Web site,
www.rakidscircus.org, the circus had its
humble beginnings• in 1994, "when Alex
Berenchtein, a former star of the Moscow
Circus and his wife, Regina, and mother—inlaw, Olga Partigul, opened the nonprofit
academy,'The New Way Circus Center, Inc.'
in Brooklyn, NY, welcoming children of all
ages, nationalities, languages, ethnic backgrounds and races."
The first half of the show opened with
swirling, black light-reflective objects that
were manipulated by the unseen performers.
The crowd, which was mostly composed of
children and their parents, oohed and ahhed,
but were quickly laughing as mime-influenced hijinks ensued. The circus is not only
a display of acrobatics, but also had hlight
umor that really made the children giggle.
The physical aspect of the show, however,
See CIRCUS on Page 12
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UMaine students exercise
creative muscle at exhibition
By Bridget Madden
For The Maine Campus
Sitting down to interview six
of Orono's artists all at once is a
daunting task, but it is also exhilarating. That's because these six
artists are all friends who enjoy
and appreciate each others' work
and ideas. They share those ideas
freely. I met them one evening
after viewing their work, a collection called "Small Movements,"
which was exhibited at the
Harlow Gallery in Hallowell last
month.
Heather Jovanelli, a 23-yearold art and English major, started
things off because she had this
pressing question running through
her mind: How much of art is
planning and how much of it
chance?
"If I have my camera and I see
something cool," she said,"then I
reach for my camera and take a
picture. But I can't plan for that.
It's reflex and planning — you
take the picture because you have
the equipment."
Nathan Allan Stevens, a senior
with a double major in fine arts
and new media, responded first.
"The flaw in the plan is the drive
in the fulfillment factor. It can't
be regimented tightly."
"Plans get dangerous," Yeshe
Parks, a 23-year-old fine arts
major, added.
"They're so much fun
though," Stephanie Raddish
countered. Raddish is a 2005
graduate of UMaine with a double
major in art education and studio
art and a minor in art history.
Paul Brandt, a 23-year old
interdisciplinary major said, "I
think it's somewhere in between."
This comment received a general
murmur of agreement.
Jovanelli concluded by suggesting that perhaps it was "reflex
in the foreground and planning in
the background."
We then moved the conversation to each person's individual
work exhibited at the gallery.
"Untitled I" is a mixed media
piece on a large canvas using oil
paint and paper by Parks. The
paper was taken from a dictionary
and a physical fitness training
guide from the 50's . Multiple

CIRCUS
From Page 11
was definitely superior for the
older members of the audience.
There were loud roars of
approval when seven people
crowded onto a bike, a girl
jumped rope on a suspended,
narrow metal beam, and a boy
ran and flipped over six supine
people.
The performers weren't perfect, however, as a few of the
jugglers occasionally dropped a
ball. This was hardly a distraction from the show because the
performers were so skilled that
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CDREVIEW
"Official Bootleg,
Carnegie Hall"
Ani Difranco
Righteous Babe
Records
Known for her overly political song writing and unique
ways of dealing with difficult
issues, Ani Difranco impresses
upon audiences a certain virtue of independence and feminism. If you have
listened to any of
Ani's live CDs such as "Living in
Clip," 1997's or
"So
Much
Shouting,
So
Much Laughter,"
2002, both of
which are dual
CDs - it's almost
as good as the real thing.
This album, "Carnegie Hall
4.6.02," is the birth child of her
solo tour, which is a prime
example of how Ani knows how
to interact with an audience and
set the mood for the show.
Perhaps it's the rhythmic words
that just seem to fit together, the
"What the Toll Tells"
Two Gallants
Saddle Creek Records

PHOTOS COURTESY NATHAN STEVENS

FOUND ART — Two recent works by Nathan Stevens,
"Meters" (top) and "Untitled Idea 173" are part of the
Harlow Gallery exhibit.
images and scenes are represented
Jovanelli had a digital photo
on the canvas, including a castle titled "Slip Streamin' a Reefer."
juxtaposed with a shanty town,
"The title came from the guy
things floating in the sky and a who framed the photograph for
man representing a lighthouse, me," she said. The term is from
with light beaming from his eyes. the sixties. It means tailgating and
The piece also had many paper is appropriate since the photo is of
cut-outs of light bulbs. This was the back of an 18-wheeler truck.
remarkable because actual light The photo features the crisp lines
bulbs were featured prominently of the cargo portion of the truck
in Allan Stevens's sculpture titled and the perfectly linear horizon in
"Untitled Idea 173." Though the the background. The blur of a tree
two are roommates, they swear peeks out in the bottom corner. "I
they didn't purposely have similar kept the tree there so people
motifs in their work. In addition would know it was really on the
to the sculpture that Stevens creat- street," Jovanelli said.
ed,the other pieces of his exhibitStephanie Raddish's piece
ed were industrial in materials and "Burning Bridges" was a metarepresentations, including a photo morphosis of another project of
titled "Meter" showing a series of hers. It was the culmination of the
kilowatt-hour meters.
bitter end of a relationship with
"I think the work is kind of a someone from college with whom
reflection of a mechanized
See EXHIBIT on Page 13
world," Stevens said.
even their mistakes seemed natural. The only real element that
could have used improvement
was the cheesy techno music
selected for the show and the
transitions of the tracks; one of
the songs was repeated nearly
four times.
An unusual highlight of the
show was when ringleader
Berenchtein invited volunteers,
both children and adults, from the
audience up on stage. As
Berenchtein and one of the performers held the hands of the
aspiring amateur, he or she
attempted to walk on a two-foot
inflatable ball. Despite their initial
reluctance, the adults tended to do
slightly better than the children.

Berenchtein later told the audience, "Everyone starts out just
like this; these kids normally practice five to six hours every day."
The circus provided quality
entertainment for all ages, but for
one group of attendees, it served
as a great birthday party activity.
Said newly-turned 12-year-old
Paige, "My favorite part was
how the little girl did everything," referring to one of the
particularly small performers
who continued to juggle effortlessly as Berenchtein carried her
offstage.
Just remember, with years of
practice, you too can balance a
spinning plate on top of a pole on
top of your head.

Anyone familiar with the solo
guitar heartthrob of the indie set,
Conor Oberst of Bright Eyes,
knows that his label,
Saddle Creek, is
pumping out music
that takes the rusty,
dusty folk twang of
yesteryear
and
melds it brilliantly
with the indie-emo
music of today.
Comparisons of
Mr. Oberst to
Bob Dylan have
been common, but
not always precise in terms of
sound.
More appropriate for the Bob
Dylan description are Obersts'
label mates, the band Two
Gallants, which consist solely of
two guys on drums and guitar,
with occasional harmonica. But
with such a simple setup, the

guitar beats that seem to either
get the audience going or serenade them into a lull, or the personal stories that Ani adds in
that make the show more personal and connects better with
the audience.
"Carnegie Hall" is a way for
listeners to step outside their
lives and join Ani live amidst
fellow followers. Highlights of
the CD would include, although
would not be limited
to
"God's
Country,"
"Angry
Anymore," and
"Out of Range."
Two other impressive tracks include
"Serpentine" and
"Self
Evident,"
both incorporating
Ani's gift of poetry
and characteristic of
Ani Difranco's political song writing genre.
This album, along with 38
others in total — which include
ep's, compilations, studio
albums and official bootlegs can be purchased at www.righteousbabe.com/ani.

—Rose Collins
band turns from the sound of
Neil Young's edgier days to a
particularly emo kind of country
music still firmly sharing the
spirit of bands like Bright Eyes,
Modest Mouse and the pluggedin bluegrass of Bonnie Prince
Billy.
With
only
nine
songs, the disc
still
contains
over an hour of
m a t e, r i al .
Lyrically,
the
band covers the
same tales of down
and out vagabonds
that have been told
by Johnny Cash and
Earl Haggard, but
with an emotional
openness and, dare I say, lyrical
complexity that Haggard and
Cash never quite mustered. This
band is smart, and aware of the
literary history of the broken
man's song. It's no coincidence
See GALLANTS on Page 13

FOLK
From Page 11
mess with [you]." He continued to educate the crowd about
like
topics
controversial
COINTELPRO and working
class protests that shook the
nation.
It was comforting to know
that the riotfolk performers
practiced what they preached,
as many of their songs are
available for free downloads.
Naturally,
donations
are
accepted, but Riotfolk is not an
operation designed to make a
profit. When asked what
CAMPUS PHOTO BY ROSE COLLINS
Riotfolk's eventual goals are,
CAUSING
A RIFF — Evan
Miller said, "We don't have
Greer
of
Riot
Fold, a grassany lofty goals, except to have
a revolution." Miller laughed roots folk organization,
after he said it. Basically, plays Friday in the Union.
Riotfolk aims to spread the
word and create hope in the along
with
Miller
and
world.
Boverman,"We who believe in
There was definite hope freedom cannot rest until it's
amongst the crowd as it sang done."
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'Average Jewish-Cherokee Lesbian Wedding Story'
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'Slither' rejuvenates the
horror-comedy genre
By Anthony Crabtree
Staff Reporter

While the classic horror genre
has been thriving at the box office
lately, the horror-comedy sub-genre
has been slowly dying of a terrible
disease. This is mostly because
American audiences need a
"yes" or "no"
answer when it
comes to what
type of film they
are watching. Is
it
a
horror
movie? Is it a
comedy? If a
movie blurs the
lines and mashes
together horror
and humor, often
audiences will
have difficulty
comprehending
what they just saw. They'll feel
weak and confused, and eventually
just come to the conclusion that
CAMPUS PHOTO BY KEVIN REARDON
what they watched was not enjoySINGING FOR THE REVOLUTION — Emma's Revolution, Pat Humphries and Sandy Opatow,
able. They will then get in line next
performed in Minsky Hall on Tuesday night. The event was sponsored by the Cultural Affairs
weekend and pay another nine dolCommittee, Student Women's Association and the Women's Studies Fund, among others.
lars to see Jim Carrey run around
like an idiot for 90 minutes.
James Gunn,writer ofthe"Dawn
a broken computer screen from a "large thought bubble." The video
laptop. The pictures are all varia- plays a loop of the wooden chair of the Dead" remake, has returned
tions of motion and light passing moving around the pillar. It looks and he is a man on a mission. With
From Page 12
through the screen." The resulting like a claymation movie. The his latest film,"Slither," Gunn tackregularly
corresponded picture, captured with a digital young girl at the gallery while I les this honor-comedy sub-genre,
she
and he does it with a certain expertthrough letters. "I allowed myself camera on a macro setting, created was there spent the bulk of her time
ise and precision. It is clear that this
to get angry, gathered all of her a white image with a vertical observing it. This is fitting consid- man has perfected his writing craft,
ering Brandt's explanation of his with such credits under his belt like
mail and set it on fire." This prism.
"As a Chair" from Paul Arnaud creation.
destruction was a performance
the beloved classic "Romeo and
"When I was younger, when I Juliet" as well as the two live-action
piece in 2003. Some of the result- Brandt was arguably the most caping ashes and half-burned letters tivating part of the exhibit. A white think your state of mind is most Scooby-Doo
were gathered into a black box wooden chair sits on a pillar in a creative, I thought everything was
glass case. Connecting the chair to alive," Brandt said. Remembering
with a glass cover.
Bryan Berge's "Fractured Pixel the tiny video above it are wooden this inspired him to create "As a
Study 1-3" could be classified as representations of "thought bub- Chair."
These artists have different From Page 12
digitized Josef Albers. He felt that bles" seemingly hung in mid-air
was a fair and complimentary from the frontal view, but in fact exhibits going on around campus,
assessment. "A lot of what I do is bolted to the wall with metal posts. the state and the country, so keep they take their name from an
ironically titled James Joyce
process. With that it was a study of Surrounding the small video is the an eye out for their names.
story, written in outrage at the
frustrations he felt at the
tions against it have created any almost poetic expression of our Catholic Church, the city of
number ofgroups that feel their ideas nations viewpoints of peace: The left Dublin and all the people he
are forced underground. But what's wingers who demand it, the right knew. Joyce considered this
interesting
is, you don't see very wingers who declare it impossible,. story part of the "adolescent"
10
Page
From
much graffiti expressing the view- and the middle who desire it but phase of his "Dubliners" collecment of "political correctness." This points of sexual or racial minorities. aren't sure they'll ever see it.
tion, and the name of our band is
creates an atmosphere where issues We live in a culture where okay to
In all cases, these are people apt. An adolescent sense of outthat fly in the face of our social con- talk about the rights of sexual and who hold points of view they rage at some collective betrayal
straints can be discussed openly, ethnic minorities, we just don't give believe are under some form of of the common man is at the
anonymously, and alongside crude them any. That is the heart ofthe mis- attack. The end result is that people heart of these songs' romantic
illustrations of deviant sexual acts. understanding between the left and of all stripes resort to voicing their visions of desperation, heartthe right: the left controls the culture, frustrations in toilet stalls, along- break, and imprisonment.
Who could resist?
So it's no wonder that this atmos- the right controls the law. The right side handmade lists of synonyms
But don't let the band's literphere piovides an outlet for the worst feels oppressed by our culture, the for feces.
ary smarts fool you. They're still
elements of our community: homo- left feels oppressed by our laws. One
There's a reason we have political doing plenty of rocking on thig
phobia, racism, sexism, drug and can figure out for oneself which correctness: There's little to be disc, scattered throughout their
alcohol abuse. Many who discuss the power has more impact on people's gained by giving social permission to nine-minute story songs. The
problem with bathroom graffiti point daily lives; the answer is probably people who use free speech to put most poppy songs, in terms of
to this as evidence that it's little more destined to fall on partisan lines. So, down other people for who they are. length and melody, are the first
than acting out on our worst impuls- the left-wing graffiti tends to come There's a lot to be gained by encoures. But because of this, it can also out of the frustration with the news aging an atmosphere ofrespectfor an
help us determine our cultural limits. media, which both the right and left enormous variety oflifestyles,choicIn the case of the homophobic believe are doing a poor job of cov- es and skin colors. Powerlessness, as
comment in Nutting, we saw a spon- ering the Iraq War. The bathroom a feeling, is almost universal, a frus- From Page 11
taneous response from the communi- graffiti also reflects these frustrations tration generalized into that everty: a witty, albeit unprintable, come- in wartime America. You can see present toilet stall standby, "You and fountains. The photographs
back that no one has even attempted anti-Bush, anti-war graffiti, though it suck!"
show a nice combination of both
There's a murky mess taking elements of the Chinese garden,
to match. It declared that the original is admittedly rare.
One example of collaborative place in bathroom stalls on campus but my eye was drawn mostly to
statement went too far, and that
homophobia is intolerable. Lewd graffiti, however, spells out the and across the country. As we watch the sleek and intricate man-made
drawings and poetry about bodily whole Iraq war debate. Originally, the struggle between the dppressed elements.
functions are fine, but homophobic "Peace" was written on a stall door in and the oppressors play out on endAll of this material is presentviolence gets shut down. Score one Fogler Library. Someone then less coats of fresh paint, one thing ed, but the photographs lose none
added,"is a lie," and then "lie" was emerges as the slogan of our age: of their stand-alone beauty and
for civility.
UMaine exists in a larger society crossed out and rej)laced with "Wu Tang clan ain't nothing to 1**k elegance. Pictures from the
where political correctness and redic`-- "dream." This is a pretty basic and with."
largest palace in the world,
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ZEN

With "Slither," Gunn takes a plot
directly from the cult film "Night of
the Creeps," where alien slugs come
down from another planet to kill
and take over bodies. Call it a
remake or say that the writer was
paying homage; the idea is fun and
campy.
While the slugs running around
town is, by itself, a funny sight,
where the real humor lies is in the
brilliantly written characters. The
characters are given bits of humorous dialogue that are sometimes
funny in a clever way and sometimes funny in a crude way. One of
the more humorous characters is the
foul-mouthed mayor, played by
Gregg Henry, who uses what my
mom would refer to as the "CS
word" relentlessly. Fans of the television series "Firefly" will also recognize Nathan Fillion in this film
who plays the heroic police chief
and is just as witty and comical as
ever.
The setting of the film also lends
itself well to the comedic aspect of
the film. It takes place in a hick
town where the most important
thing in life is deer hunting season.
A town like this is ripe for humor,
and with the alt-country music that
'blares in the background throughout
the film, Gunn actually makes the
town feel real, and only slightly
exaggerated.
Films like "Slither" are not made
as often today as they used to be
because of what simple people
demand from film. They want a
clear, cut-and-dry honor or comedy
film. Those people who "get" this
movie, however, will really enjoy it
and should definitely go see it.
two, "Las Cruces Jail" and
"Steady Rollin." The end of
"16th Street Dozens" is a thrashing finish to a sweetly realized
Spanish waltz, shouting, "On
16th street we fall in numbers,
no one questions, no one wonders, scream for all the unsaid
unheard hoodlums on parade!"
This album is bound to be
loved by fans of the gritty, older
style of country and folk music
now seeing a resurgence thanks
to this years Johnny Cash
revival. But these songs are
longer, more complex and take
more patience than old country
music, which was still very
much a kind of pop music.
These songs are long, complete
realizations of stories, and if
you approach the album with
that in mind, you might find
yourself caught up in a rewarding experience from one of the
most literary bands in indie rock
today.

—Eryk Salvaggio
Imperial City, sit alongside photos taken from Huan Shan, one of
five sacred mountains in China.
The natural and open beauty of
the mountains contrasts nicely
with the more precisely constructed architecture of Imperial City.
We are also treated to occasional
glimpses of daily life within
urban and suburban China in the
1980s, which are interesting in
their own right. For any fan of
Asian culture or architecture, this
exhibit will provide a unique
opportunity, to reflect on spaces.
many of us will never see.

Horoscopes
By Julianne Siegfriedt

THE

VileASIOVIS

Aries(March 21-April 19)
You should have a productive day
today, Aries. Apply this to school
and you'll make some serious
headway with all that backed-up
work. You also have a tendency to
be a little hasty in what you say, so
choose your words carefully.
Taurus(April 20-May 20)
You will shine in work or school
today, Taurus. Maybe not so much
in the actual "work" part but definitely in the social aspect of your
duties. Someone unexpected may
invite you out for some fun; take
that person up on it.
Gemini(May 21-June 21)
You will want to stay inside today,
Gemini, and shut out the world.
Although in those few times you
are out, something unexpectedly
nice will happen to you so keep an
eye out.
Cancer(June 22-July 22)
A new presence is about to enter
your life today, Cancer. This person
may not be the typical acquaintance
that you usually associate yourself
with but try to be open. Change can
be good.
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Momentary Dementia - WMDs
My fellow bespairians,I have
found decisive evidence of the
existence of WMb's.

As it turns out, a creature known as

Bigfoot can be seen here hiding
WMb's in our nations forests!

I've already deployed 100,000
troops as well as spent half our
nation's budget. This menace will
be caught!

Leo(July 23-Aug.22)
Today is a blah day for you, Leo.
You will feel confined and not energetic but it can be fixed! With alittie initiative, you are apt to make
the best of a not too exciting day.
Virgo(Aug.23-Sept. 22)
You will start out your day a little
on the downside, Virgo. Not to
worry though; things will pick up
later today. If you have a love interest, today is the day to pursue it!
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Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You are indecisive °clay, Libra.
This may prove to be quite challenging to a loved one. Friends are
there to help you when you need it,
and today you may need some help
weighing out all your choices.
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Scorpio(Oct.23-Nov.21)
There will be ups and downs today,
Scorpio. You will confuse those
around you greatly, but not to
worry, they know the real you and
friends will help you get through
this tumultuous day.
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Sagittarius(Nov.22-Dec. 21)
You will stop and smell many roses
today, Sagittarius. Your head will be
in the clouds and you may not pay
attention to some of the important
things going on, but that is okay
because everyone needs a day like
this once in a while. ,
Capricorn(Dec.22-Jan. 19)
You are a bit stressed, Capricorn.
Try not to take out that pent-up
anger on your loved ones even if it
is your first instinct. Be open to others' opinions when possible; the day
will be much better if you do.
Aquarius(Jan.20-Feb. 18)
Slow down a tad,Aquarius. Have
you ever heard of the term,"bitten
off more than you can chew?"
That's you. Be realistic about what
is possible for your schedule. You
will accomplish much more that
way.
Pisces(Feb. 19-March 20)
Listen to your gut,for you have a
sixth sense about things today. You
will find clarity as that question that
has been weighing on your mind is
finally answered. You kiaow what
you have to do. Now do it

Word Lasso
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Rearrange the letters to form real words.(Pickup or delivery?)
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SEX MATTERS by Dr. Sandy Caron

Sudoku
The Rules:

6 2 7

9
5

8
79
64
78
4

1
2A 6
1 9
74

3
2 7 1
http://www.dailysudoku.corril

Mr. GNU

2
5

15 -

Each row (horizontal
line) must have numbers
1-9 in any order but each
digit can only appear
once.
Each column (vertical
line) must have numbers
.D 1-9 in any order but each
digit can only appear
a once.
Each 3x3 box must have
numbers 1-9 in any
(N order but each digit can
only appear once.
0
cr, There is only one correct
answer!

medium

By Travis Dandro

Best to decide goals before
starting a new relationship
A student from Louisiana
Tech wants to know ...
I've been sort of seeing
this guy for a while. I had
been seeing him last year, but
we decided to break it off for
the summer. I hadn't planned
on seeing him this year as
anything other than friends.
But when I first saw him in
September, I was still attracted to him. I wouldn't even
classify our relationship as
dating - we just have sex.
That's not at all what I want.
I tried talking to him a little
last year about what I wanted
but it didn't do any good.
It's either his way or no way.
I'm almost positive that all he
wants is sex, but I want something more. Lately I've been
thinking a lot about my past
relationships and I've been
feeling very regretful. I don't
know what to do.
Female, Junior
Dr. Caron's Answer: As you
describe this relationship, I find
it difficult to imagine what real
satisfactions and joys there can
be for you in this. You say,
"It's either his way or no way,"
indicating your relationship is
on his terms only. What about
your terms? You also state,
"That's not at all what I want."
So why continue the relationship? How about making YOU
a priority. A good relationship
is a relationship of equals both of whom care about and
respect the well-being of the
other. The relationship you
describe sounds very superficial. It sounds like you're looking for something different - a
relationship with some depth or
real intimacy - and you're not

finding it in this one. You may
want to consider ending this
relationship and seeking one
that is more in line with your
own interests and desires.
Before entering a new relationship, I would suggest you spend
some time thinking about what
you really want in a relationship with another person. It's'
important that we think through
our dream about what makes a
love relationship - then maybe
it can become a reality.

the
A student from
University of Maine wants to
know ...
Some of the girls I have
slept with have not been able
to reach orgasm and others
have. Why is that?
Male, Senior
Dr. Caron's Answer: Every
person is unique. What is a
"turn-on" for one person may
not be for another. I don't
believe there is a magic universal formula that leads to.
orgasm for every woman.
Certainly for many women, it
means stimulation of her clitoris. You may want to explore
with your partners what is satisfying for each of them and
what they desire. This may
increase your sexual repertoire
and lead you to some new discoveries about yourself as
well.
Dr. Sandra Caron is Professor
of Family Relations Human
Sexuality at the University of
Maine. To submit a question to
Dr. Caron or chat with your peers
visit
her
Web
site
at
http:11www.CollegeSexTalk.com.

"That ivre.n-‘7.
guy is
pretty smart."
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Eats flies. Dates a pig.
Hollywood star.
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Together we can stamp out prejudice.
It only takes one voice to make a difference.
Find yours at www.freedomcenter.org

In an effort to broaden its fanbase, the makers
of Dance Dance Revolution proudly present ...

U FREEDOM CENTER
National Underground Railroad
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GAGNON
From Page 20
"French Connection," and powered the Black Bears to a
school-record 17-win season.
Gagnon said that her decision to leave became more concrete when she went home during Christmas Break. After
being around family and
friends, she realized how much
she missed Quebec.

CAMPUS PHOTO BY ANDREW GORDON

THE BULLDOG — Sophomore defenseman Bret Tyler breaks out of the zone during the
NCAA East Regional tournament last weekend in Albany.

Honors roll in as hockey squad
gears up for the Frozen Four
By Matthew Conyers
Editor in Chief
In two days, the University of
Maine men's ice hockey squ'ad
returns to the site of their first
National Championship in school
history. For these Black Bears, the
trip not only represents a chance to
bring the title back to UMaine but
an opportunity to etch their imprint
on the storied program.
Two years ago, 11 current Black
Bears had a similar opportunity.
However, they fell one game shy
with a 1-0 defeat to Denver in the
title game. This time around, the
squad is using that experience to
help prepare for the program's 10th
Frozen Four in school history.
"It's great to get a second
chance, that's for sure," said assistant captain Steve Mullin. "It's in
' the past but you never really forget
that feeling. No one likes being the
one to lose, especially when you get
that close."
With nearly a week and a half in
between UMaine's victory against
Michigan State in the NCAA Fast
Regional championship and its
Frozen Four semifinal against
Wisconsin on Thursday at 8 p.m.,
that experience has paid off. Over
the past seven days the Black Bears
have used their 2004 adventures to
remind them that they should continue doing what they have been
doing right all season.
"Practices are going well," said
Moore."They are no different than
any other week. You shouldn't prepare or act any differently during
any week in the season."
"We are just working on the
same things we have been working
on all year," said senior Jon Jankus.
"There is no need to change anything. What's got us here is getting
pucks to the net and just forechecking hard."
Freshman
netminder Ben
Bishop agrees but said the team
must always keep the task at hand in
the back of their head.
"Practices have been good;
they've been real high-tempo," said
Bishop. "Everybody seems to be
serious. Everybody knows what's at
stake."
The 2004 Frozen Four has also
aided the squad in how they

approach the one and a half week
Frozen Fours have started to
layoff.
become old hat for Whitehead. In
"The week off is nice," said his first five years at UMaine,
Janlcus. "It gets a little repetitious Whitehead has gone to the semifi,
with a few more practices but it nals three times with the trips comgives you a little more time to pre- ing in even years: 2002,2004,2006.
pare. It lets us relax a little."
He has a record of 131-53-23 at
The Black Bears have seen the UMaine with five NCAA
week go even faster thanks to some Tournament appearances. He is 0well-timed honors. On Tuesday, for-2 in National Championships.
head coach Tim Whitehead, for the
"Anybody likes a coach that is
third time, was named a finalist for successful," said Mullin. "Bottom
the Spencer Penrose Award, of line is that he has been successful.
which he was the recipient in 2001- That makes us want to win the big
02. He was followed later in the one for him that much more
week by Moore and Duffy, who because we have yet .to get him
were named Inside College Hockey one."
second team and Hockey East
For Moore,the honor is likely to
Rookie of the Month.
be one of many in the coming
weeks. So far this season he has a
team high 28 goals and 44 points.
He ranks in the top-10 nationally in
"Sometimes he will get goals,
goals per game and powercriticized because he is play goals.
"Personally, I am kind of
not as loud or as visible shocked that he wasn't in the top
three for the Hobey. Baker," said
on the bench as some
Mullin. "He's been the heart and
coaches are but he defi- soul of our team. He leads and we
follow. He is the perfect guy to be
nitely knows how to play wearing the C. He really defines
what Maine hockey is all about."
the right notes."
Duffy emerged as the Hockey
East Rookie of the Month after an
Steve Mullin explosive March that helped cataAssistant captain pult UMaine into the postseason.
UMaine men's hockey The honor comes a week after he
was named to the NCAA East
Regional All-tournament team.
"He is defmitely a guy who is
UMaine will need Duffy and the
deserving of that award," said other nine Black Bears new to the
Johnson, applauding Whitehead for Frozen Four to approach the game
becoming a finalist. "He is a great like any other decision.
coach. When we had that tough lit"I remember after the Frozen
tle stretch there he always knew Four last time looking back on and I
what to say and knew what we never really got nervous," said
needed to do to get us back playing Moore. "I remember after the
our best hockey. Our turnaround Frozen Four feeling like that couldwas a tribute to him."
n't have been the Frozen Four
Mullin believes sometimes because it really wasn't that excitWhitehead gets overlooked because ing. I mean, it was exciting but it
of his quiet demeanor.
wasn't what you might think as a lit"Sometimes he will get critizced tle kid looking at the game."
because he is not as loud or as visiIf UMaine advances past the
ble on the bench as some coaches Badgers they will face off with the
are but he definitely knows how to winner of Boston College and
play the right notes, I guess you North Dakota on Saturday night.
would call it," said Mullin."He gets
"For us seniors this is the last
us to work together as a team and time we will ever get this chance, so
the more we play together as a team it will feel like there is a little more
the more he kind of gets put in the anxiety making sure we get it done
shadows."
this year," said Moore.

"We did notfight about
it and they did not try to
convince me to because
they knew I wanted
to go back.
They understand that.
Icould have stayed to
play hockey and make
Guy happy, but it's not
whatI wanted."
Patricia Gagnon
Former UMaine
Women's hockey player

At the end of the season,
Gagnon told Corriveau and
LaFlamme that she would not
return. Once she broke the news
to her linemates, she informed
Perron of her decision.
"As a friend they understand
and they are not mad at me,"

Gagnon said. "As a hockey
player they are sad because we
are not going to play together
again. We did not fight about it
and they did not try to convince
me to stay because they knew I
wanted to go back. They understand that.
"I could have stayed to play
hockey and make Guy happy,
but it's not what I wanted."
Before coming to Orono,
Gagnon played at Limoliou
College
with
Corriveau,
LaFlamme, Julie Poulin, Karine
Senecal
and
Genevieve
Turgeon. While playing for the
Titans, they combined to win
three national championships.
Although it had been a year
since Gagnon played competitively, Perron convinced her to
come to UMaine after recruiting Turgeon.
Besides Gagnon's departure,
a source within the team confirmed last week that Poulin,
who was tied for second on the
team in points, had been
removed from the team and
also stated forwards Danielle
Tangredi and Sheri Wauters
would also be leaving the team.
"I am the first one who went
in to talk to Guy," said Gagnon
about the departures. "Then I
heard that Sheri was quitting
too and I did not know Danielle
was leaving. Julie was different
because she was not the one
who made decision. Julie and I
live together and we do not talk
about it because she is very sad
and that's normal.
"Guy has his reasons. It's
not sure that she is leaving. I
really don't know because it's
none of my business. She is my
friend and I will be there for
her."
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How much wood could a woodsman chop?

College hockey's selection system should be
fixed before a potential champion misses out

By Matt Williams
Sports Editor
Believe it or not, George
Mason was not the lowest seed to
advance to an NCAA Final Four
this month. No, that honor
belongs to your University of
Maine Black Bears, the No. 12
team in the men's ice hockey tournament.

Commentary
Bathing in the joy of yet another Frozen Four appearance, it's
easy for the UMaine faithful to
forget that on the eve of Selection
Sunday, many thought the Black
Bears would be staying home this
year, one of the last teams out of
the NCAA field.
At the time, UMaine had 26
wins, the second most in the
nation. Yet the system of comparisons the NCAA uses to select the
field deemed that possibly not
good enough. United States
College Hockey Online, which
has broken the system into
PairWise rankings and correctly
predicted the field for the tourney
the last 10 years, reported that a
St. Cloud State win in the WCHA
championship game would mean
UMaine was out.
Fans cried foul. What kind of
system leaves out a team that
spent the entire year in the top 15
of the coaches' poll — much of it
in the top 10 — and has racked up
so many wins? Indeed it seemed
on paper that the Black Bears
should be a high No. 2 seed in the
5-10 overall range, never mind a
bubble team.
The broken PairWise system
compares each team with a .5000
or better RPI in four categories:
RPI, record against common
opponents, head-to-head, and
record against other teams with a
.5000 or better RPI. Each win is a
point and the team with the most
points wins a comparison. Then
they're ordered in terms of comparisons won.
Confused? You shouldn't be,
since the system's creators and
proponents love to call it,"Simple
Math." I call it a little thing the
British refer to as bollocks.
The point of the PairWise is to
evaluate the entire season equally
so that starting point doesn't matter like it does in football's BCS or
with a selection committee. But
the PWR doesn't treat each game
differently - it unfairly weighs
non-conference games.
The TUC category is what
killed UMaine this year. So
UMaine lost to good teams, Mg
deal. Shouldn't it reward them for
only being beaten by quality
clubs, and seldom succumbing to
cellar dwellers? Or is it more
important to beat good, solid
squads even if you have an off
night against Merrimack? The

argument can be made both ways
to no definitive end, so the PWR
should account for both. It doesn't.
One conference in particular,
the CCHA, benefited greatly this
year from a strong out-of-conference slate that helped its aggregate
RPI and PWR standing. It sent
four teams to the dance for the
first time in a long time: Michigan
State, Miami [Ohio], Michigan
and Nebraska-Omaha. They won
one game between them and were
embarrassed, sent home with a 248 aggregate scoring margin.
Take Denver, the two-time
national champion with virtually
the same record as Michigan. The
Wolverines got in, partly on the
strength of the CCHA this season.
Granted, any team that loses 15
games is at risk, and should be,
but UNO, North Dakota and
Michigan all made it with records
similar to Denver's. One could
argue that Denver was certainly
more deserving than UNO, or
even that Providence, with 16
losses, was stronger than the
Mavericks, who were crushed 9-2
in the tourney.
Not to mention Harvard, who
was the fifth best team in the
country according to the tournament. Besides that they didn't
crack the top five in any other
poll, had an inferior team statistically, a paltry record, and were
waxed 6-1 by No. 12 UMaine,
there's no reason they can't be No.
5. Hey, they won the ultra-competitive ECAC; throw them a
bone.
The worst thing is that people
could see it coming. The seeding
of UMaine and Boston College
were a complete joke. Prior to
this year, two No. 3's advanced to
the Frozen Four. The Hockey East
compadres doubled that mark
with relative ease.
Thbre's something wrong with
a system that could've put two
Frozen Four teams out of the
tournament if certain pucks
bounced differently on conference championship weekend. It's
not as if we're talking about a
couple of Cinderellas here; no
one considers either of these
teams a surprise. Both had far
superior records to Nebraska,
Michigan, Harvard, UNH,
Colorado College and even
Milwaukee-bound North Dakota,
none of whom had worried on
Selection Sunday.
One solution is KRACH,
another computer system that had
the Black Bears and Eagles firmly in the field. But that's replacing TNT with dynamite. The best
solution is a combination of both
ranking systems and a committee
that can interpret them, the best
of all worlds.
It needs to be changed, next
year or the year after if possible.
It took a forced bad call in the
national championship in 2004 to
get the NCAA to change skate-inthe-crease rule. We can see the
flaws in the system and it almost
cost us this year. Why wait until
a team really gets the shaft to fix
it? Preventative action should be
taken to right the ship of the
NCAA selection system before
it's too late.
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WHO CUT ONE — Members of the UMaine woodsmen's team slice up a log during
competition last weekend.

SPLIT
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Homer, Rachel McCaslin and
Amanda Virgets to best the
Wildcats. To top off her day,
Souviney added second place in
the javelin.
Senior Heather Jovanelli also
enjoyed a strong performance,
leading the 1,500-meter run
from the gun to the finish in an
impressive 4:52.49 showing.
Lauren LaRoche came in second
as the Black Bears claimed the
top-two spots in that race.
Other winners for UMaine
included Clarissa Michalak's
triumph in the hammer throw, as
her 51.67m toss bested the field
by over two meters. Stephanie
McCusker and Homer combined
to take the top two spots in the
triple jump, while Shira Penelli
and Allyson Thomas equaled the
feat in the pole vault.

headed up both the men's and
women's programs for the last
18 years.
The meet was one of the few
UMaine will see this season featuring just two teams, and was
scored with five points to an
event's winner, three to second
place, and one each to third and
fourth, though each team had to
have at least two scorers in each
event. If a team's top finisher
was lower than third, he or she
received third place points, etc.
The women's win came by a
score of 108-80, while the
Wildcats topped the men's team
by a 110.5 to 90.5 margin.
With the outdoor season
comes a rash of new events for
the Black Bears' athletes to fill.
"We're still getting settled
Among those not run indoors
are the steeplechase, intermediand then next week we'll
ate hurdles and 4x100 relay, in
hope to get some better
addition to field events like the
javelin.
times going.''
"We're still trying to fill
some events," said Ballinger,
Jim Ballinger
who noted that many of the
Head coach
Black Bears were running in
UMaine
track & field
events for the first time on the
afternoon. "We're still getting
settled and then next week we'll
hope to get better times and get
some things going."
Erin Hatch continued her
The star of the day for the strong performance in the high
women was Katie Souviney, jump, winning with a leap of
who had a hand in 18 points. 1.58 meters. She also claimed
The senior standout was the second in the hurdles, and was
only runner to win two events, joined in the high jump winner's
claiming first place in the 100- circle by second-place Virgets,
meter hurdles as well as the 200 who in addition won the inter-meter dash. Souviney also had mediate hurdles.
a hang in the Black Bears' winLindsay Burlock won the
ning effort in the 4x100 relay, 400- meter dash and combined
combining
with Samantha with Virgets, Kirsten Vidlak and

Hana Pelletier to take the 4x400
relay. Pelletier and Vidlak were
one and two in the 800 to round
out the day for the Black Bears'
ladies.
se
Overall, the women won 12
of the 18 events.
On the men's side, the Black
Bears had their share of runners
reach the winner's circle in first
place, but New Hampshire's
wins, coupled with considerably
more second and third place
points, tipped the day in favor of
the Wildcats.
"Their men's team is probably a bit deeper than ours, to tell
you the truth," Ballinger said.
As usual, the distance events
were UMaine's strong suit.
Kirby Davis got another win in
the 5,000. Donnie Drake and
Jeff Caron both ran outstanding
races in the 5,000, crossing the
finish line in 3:58.20 and
4:01.19, respectively. CarsonHartman was the men's only
winner in the field events, taking the long jump with a leap of
12.73 meters.
The Black Bears' other firstplace points came courtesy of
the 4x400 relay team, comprised
of Daniel Voner, Eric Libby,
Matthew Holman and Khabir
Edwards.
Both teams will see the
Wildcats again next weekend, as
they travel to New Hampshire,
for a multi-team meet hosted in
Durham. Each meet is building
towards the America East championships, now only a month
away. The championships will
also be hosted in Durham, so
next weekend's meet will provide valuable experience in that
environment.
"We've got two pretty solid.
teams here," Ballinger said. "I
think we'll pull together and
have a good season."

Frozen Four
preview section.
Thursday.
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UM wraps
unbeaten
weekend

RED SOX CORNER
By John Madore
For The Maine Campus

"Well, beat the drum and hold
the phone — the sun came out
today. We're born again. There's
new grass on the field. A-roundin'
third, and headed for home, it's a
brown-eyed handsome man; any.one can understand the way I
feel."
Finally! Baseball season is
here as the Red Sox kick off the
2006 season Monday in Texas
against the Rangers. Once again,
optimism is running high in Red
Sox Nation. But this year I think
the premature enthusiasm is not
only appropriate, but deserving.
The Sox come into this season
with three things they haven't had
consistently for the past five
years: They're healthy, they have
depth and, most importantly,
they're getting younger, without
handicapping themselves at the
same time.
The biggest addition is
undoubtedly 26-year-old Coco
Crisp, who will have to spend
most of his free time getting used
to the unforgiving triplicate of
walls in Fenway Park's unique
centerfield.
John Fogerty would be proud.
Along with Crisp in center, late
addition Willy Mo Pena, at 24
years young, should be a big part
of the Red Sox's future plans.
Trot Nixon will be a free agent
next season, and who knows what
Manny's future plans will be.
But the adolescent additions
don't stop there. Josh Beckett's
only 25 and should become the
No. 1 starter once Schilling calls it
quits. Let's not forget Kevin
Youkilis, Jonathon Papelbon,
Craig Hansen and Adam Stern, all
of whom are under the age of 27
and are hoping to break through
this year.
All of the aforementioned
players contribute to the depth
chart, which, unlike last year, is
considerably large. Lack of depth
at many positions was easily the
biggest problem the Sox had in
2005.
When Schilling went down,
I'm not even sure if he actually
got up, but nonetheless Papelbon
was forced to start, which left a
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void in the bullpen. Embree's failure as a setup man didn't help and
Foulke's inconsistency left the
bullpen in shambles, littered with
call-ups and late season acquisitions that couldn't perform. The
list goes on —Bellhorn's plummet from hero to zero, and
Kapler's near career ending
injury, to name a few.
But 2006's depth chart should
be one that will bring a smile to
Tito Francona's face. Stern,Pena,
J.T Snow, Alex Cora and Josh
Bard are all quality backups who
can ease the pain in case of an
early season injury to one of the
superstars. The bullpen is also
aligned pretty nicely. The pen is
stacked with veterans up and
down, from the always reliable
Mike Timlin, through the "sometimes unbalanced but typically
effective" Julian Tavarez. The
return of Keith Foulke to the closer roll will allow Sox fans to settle to only one heart attack per
season.
Speaking of Foulke, health
will definitely be the biggest key
to success for the Red Sox.
Crucial injuries to Schilling,
Foulke, Kapler and Nixon contributed to a less-than-successful
year. But all is well, hopefully,
going into Monday's game.
Schilling has looked like his old
self in the spring and Foulke, with
the help of a few injections in
each of his knees, is back to being
the closer of old. Kapler's status
is still up in the air, but with Willy
Mo in right field backing up
Nixon, Kapler's absence won't
totally be missed.
So with all that said, I see no
reason why Red Sox Nation
shouldn't be optimistic in
2006. Not only did Theo get
the Sox ready for this year, but
he also set them up to be successful in the next half-dozen
years to come. Youth and
health isn't always an easy
thing to accomplish and still
keep a team competive year in
and year out.
But then again, they only have
to compete with the 300-year old
Yankees.
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RELAY MAN — Curt Smith is seen here throwing in a
ground ball during practice last week.
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Stony Brook, 3-0, on the back of
Jenna Balent's two-hit shutout pitching performance.
UMaine held leads in the first
and fourth innings of the opening
match-up, but could close out the
game.
The Black Bears took a 3-2 lead
in the top of the fourth when junior
Kristie Hawkins singled home senior first baseman Amy Kuhl, who
went 3-3 with two runs batted in and
had started the inning with a double.
Stony Brook then managed to
push the tying run across and
clenched the win in the sixth with a
pair of runs.
Sarah Bennis started on the
mound for UMaine and pitched six
innings, but was stuck with the loss,
making her record 11-4 on the sea-

son. Bennis gave up five runs —
four of them earned— on eight hits.
She struck out two batters, and did
not allow a walk.
The tables turned in the second
game when the Black Bears shut
down the Seawolves, winning 3-0.
Freshman Ashley Waters went 3for-3 with a pair of runs scored,
including a triple while shortstop
Brittany Cheney made herself an
offensive threat for UMaine as she
crushed a home run and drove in a
pair of runs.
Molly McKinney followed
Cheney and roped a single into the
outfield to bring home Waters.
Waters, again, started the scoring
rally for the Black Bears in the third,
as she tripled to lead off the frame.
Balent, who pitched the two-hit
shutout, allowed just two Stony
Brook runners to advance to third
base, while allowing just two other
runners to reach second the entire
game. She struck out an impressive

The University of Maine baseball team enjoyed an undefeated
weekend, sweeping a doubleheader against Maryland Eastern
Shore on Saturday and getting a
win and a tie at Deleware State on
Sunday afternoon.
The non-conference victories
improve the Black Bears to 14-91 on the season.
UMaine's first win was a wild
26-15 affair, one shy of the school
record for runs in a game.
The Black Bears dominated
the night-cap, 11-3, on a strong
pitching performance by Mike
Powers.
Detailed results of the
Deleware State series were not
available at press time.
— Staff Reports
seven batters.
The win against Stony Brook
was her third straight, which evened
her record at 8-8.
Sunday's game brought much of
the same for UMaine, as the
Seawolves were unable to put up a
ran the entire game,and suffered the
loss 1-0.
UMaine scored the only run it
needed during the fourth inning with
Cheney leading off with a single and
advancing to second on a McKinney
sac bunt. Kuhl kept Cheney moving
on to third as she grounded out to
second base. Meagan. Ramos followed and reached base on an error
by the Stony Brook shortstop; a
costly mistake which permitted
Cheney to cross home plate for the
game's only run.
UMaine will face Vermont this
weekend when it hosts the threegame series, including a doubleheader Saturday at Kessock Field.
The events will start at noon.
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led the Black Bears with 34 assists
and was named Hockey East
Rookie ofthe Year. More importantly, the tenacious playmaker helped
From Page 20
spearhead UMaine's run to the
"At first it was really tough national championship game.
"He's just an impact player right
because I couldn't do anything with
the team," said Leveille. "I was a away," said UMaine head coach
non-qualifier. I couldn't practice. I Tim Whitehead. "He's got a great
couldn't work out I couldn't play hockey sense. He sprinldes the puck
hockey, which was something I around. He seems like he can do
have been doing since I was four anything with the puck, and he also
years old. It's just tough not doing has a great shot. He does things
what you have been able to do your every game that will bring you out
whole life."
of your seat. He can bring you out of
But his luck was about to your seat and make you go 'Wow
that's why we came to the game.'
change.
The little spitfire from Quebec
had arrived.
Last season, Leveille finished
"One ofmy buddies I
with 12 goals and 12 assists and led
Black Bears to their seventh
grew up withjust kept the
straight NCAA tournament berth.
So far this season, he has produced
telling me,
more of the same and has been piv'Leosjust quit.'
otal to the Black Bears' run to the
Frozen Four. He currently is third on
I never quit."
the team in points, with 15 goals and
24 assists after sitting out more than
Michel Leveille
three weeks in the second half of the
UMaine men's hockey season because of a near seasonending knee injury.
In a game against Boston
University, Leveille Partially tore
"When I found out I didn't know his ACL and was forced to decide
Where I was going to live, I left for whether or not he wanted to get surhome that weekend," said Leveille. gery right away. He opted not to.
"Then I came back on Sunday, and Instead he decided to try to rehabilI was going to find a place by itate what was listed as a knee and
myself living With an old person, calf injury. After sitting out for four
but then coach Whitehead told me games, he was ready to come back,
to wait I was going to be able to live malcing his current point total even
with some of the guys."
more remarkable.
One of those guys was Black
Career Statistics
Bears' fan favorite Prestin Ryan.
Ryan and Francis Nault quickly
A
Pts.
G
took Leveille under their wings.
2003-04 6
34
40
"Luckily,Francis Nault was here 2004-05 12
24
12
and we became good friends at that 2005-06 15
24
39
point," said Leveille."I was always
33
70
103
with him; it was a good thing, too,
"I was just so excited to get back
because in early December it was
really close in my mind just to leave on the ice this year because I knew I
worked so hard this summer," said
and not come back."
With his morale on the rise, Leveille.
Leveille decided to stick it out.
"He is a fierce competitor. He
Eight months later, that decision loves to compete," said Whitehead.
paid off when he exploded onto the "When it comes to hockey he wants
CAMPUS PHOTOS BY ANDREW GORDON
scene in his first official season at to win and his team to do well. He is
really passionate about playing the CAREER BEAR — (Top) Leveille is introduced as a starter prior to last week's regional fina?
UMaine.
"Just the fact that I was able to game."
(Bottom) Levs takes a faceoff against a Harvard player.
practice every day and do the usual
With Leveille back and in full
routine really helped me focus and swing, UMaine rallied back in the upon the completion of the Black
And to think, Leveille was just a man year and that wasn't really what
want to prove to the guys what I Hockey Fast standings to snag a tie Bears quarterfinal series against split second from going elsewhere I wanted to hear."
could do," said Leveille.
for second place overall. Even more UMass-Lowell, had earned his four years ago.
So when the Black Bears stepped
By the end of the year, Leveille impressive is the fact that Leveille, 100th career point as only a junior.
"I had a bunch of offers, like in and offered him a 'Chance to play
Boston University, Colorado closer to his family in Quebec,
College, Ferris State. I wasn't sure Leveille accepted.
though," said Leveille. "I still had
"I think the biggest factor for him
Alaska in mind, then BU came in was the proximity to his family," said
and I was really excited about that." Whitehead."His father passed away
However, UMaine had a when he was just a tot, when he was
Canadian recruiting legend on their three or four years old, so he is verii
side: assistant coach Grant close with his mother and his family
Standbrook. As the coaching legend there."
traveled back and forth to
It didn't hurt that the showman
Vancouver, where Leveille was was also about to play in front of the
playing before college,BU emerged loudest and most faithful crowds in
as the frontrunner in the Leveille college hockey.
sweepstakes.
"It's really inspiring because the
"I was probably going to end up crowd is incredible," said Leveille."I
at BU but they weren't doing as good remember thinking 'I can't wait to
of ajob as Grant[Standbrook]," said play in front of that crowd.' It's cdt
Leveille."They only called me once of the reasons I play hockey. It's so
in a while and I really appreciated the motivating to see the crowd cheer for
fact that Grant came in and talked you."
with us every day and sat down with
The ending to the story won't be
us. I just appreciate how much of a too bad either. Leveille is on target to
gentleman he was with us."
receive his MBA when he graduates
Communication was the key in UMaine.This after all his struggles.
signing with the Black Bears,
"He's a great success story, I am
according to Leveille.
really excited for him for notjust his
"BU was calling mejust once in a hockey but his life," said
while, they really didn't seem like Whitehead. "He's just a great per
they were interested," said Leveille. son; without question one of the
"They were going to offer me a full best kids we have had come through
ride but then they told me there was here. Michel is a Black Bear
an opportunity I Might sit my fresh- through and through,".
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No Surrender
Michel Leveille's journey to college hockey's biggest stage
By Matthew Conyers
Editor in Chief
_

_

his hockey story starts off like any other
on a frozen pond. The sun is going down,
and the day is getting colder. The game is
over. The puck bounces free and
there's an opening. The short, aggressive kid has
waited for it all day: that precise moment when it's
his turn to become the hero, his chance to prove to
his worth. His name is Michel Leveille.
Move forward 15 years and Leveille is still that
little nine-year-old on the frozen pond looking to
make a statement. And as Leveille has grown,so has
the pond.
Trading the outdoor rinks of Levis, Quebec, for
the University of Maine's Alfond Arena, Leveille
has come a long way since his days in the great
north:However, through it all, one thing has never
changed: his desire.
"Obviously I like to play hockey because it is
fun, but since I was like 15 or 16,everyone has kept
telling me 'give up already, you're too small' and
stuff like that I like to show the fans that just
because I am small it doesn't matter. I can hit and I
0can make the plays out there. It is real satisfying,"
said Leveille. "One of my buddies I grew up with
just kept telling me `Levs,just quit.' I never quit"
While at UMaine, Leveille's desire and neversay-die attitude have been put to the test in ways that
the 5-9 center never imagined. Right from the start,
college life was rough for him.
"It almost turned out that I didn't come, because
I found out about my SAT test," said Leveille, sitting
in the empty stands ofAlfond Arena."I passed it, but
not enough in English. I soon found out that I was
going to sit out and have to pay the entire first year."
His future at UMaine was in question before
even attending a class.
"I called coach at some point and I was like, 'I
am sorry, but I can't ask my mom to pay $20,000 a
year Canadian when she makes $40,000 a year',"
said Leveille."So then coach Whitehead, Campbell
and Grant got me on the speaker phone and convinced me that down the stretch it was going to be
worth it for me."
Life didn't get any easier for the mild-mannered
Leveille during his first two weeks in Orono.
"Actually, the first week, I lived in my car," he
said.
Living in his car by day and in his teammates'
dorms at night, Leveille was down on his luck and
out in the cold.

Talmost
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Bennis' pair
of shutouts
lead softball

Freshman sensation
opts to return home
By Ryan Clark
Staff Reporter

Women's
hockey freshman forward
Patricia
Gagnon said
during
an
interview on
Friday
that
she will not
return
next
Gagnon _
season.
Gagnon, who scored 16
points in 14 games this past
season, stated that she is
returning to Quebec at the end
of the year. The move comes as
a surprise since the top-line
forward was considered one of
the best players Guy Perron has
recruited during his tenure.
"I had a life before coming

Women's Hockey
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PLAYMAKER — Michel Leveille, who scored his 100th point in just three seasons earlier this year, has emerged as one of the top scorers in the country.

Counter Strike

See BENNIS on Page 18

here and I came here to play
hockey," Gagnon said. "What I
am studying here is not helping
me with what I want to do for a
job. That is why I am not coming back."
The UMaine athletic department confirmed Gagnon's
decision through the media
relations office.
Because of academic eligibility issues, Gagnon missed
the first half of the season,
resulting in her only playing in
14 games. Along with Sonia
Corriveau
and
Brigitte
LaFlamme, Gagnon formed the
See GAGNON on Page 16

Black Bears split
lone home meet
By Matt Williams
Sports Editor

By Danielle K.Smith
For The Maine Campus
UMaine's softball team went 2-1
'against the Stony Brook Seawolves
this weekend as they split a doubleheader on Saturday, and finished out
the series with a win on Sunday.
The 1-0 victory in the rubber
match was UMaine's 20th ofthe season, as they improved to 2-1 in
America Fast play and 20-12 overall. The Se,awolves fell to 15-14 on
the year, 1-2 in conference.
The Black Bears dropped the
ppener 5-3, but rebounded to win the
second game by shutting down

Gagnon
to leave
UMaine
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KARATE KIDS — Competitors exchange blows during the UMaine
Shotokan club's annual tournament at Lengyel Gym last weekend.

ORONO - Just two weeks into outdoor competition, the University of Maine men's and women's
track and field squads are still
trying to get acquainted with
UNH 80
outdoor conditions and events.
w
Saturday, they had their only UM
108
chance to do that this season at
the Beckett Family Track and
Field Complex at Alfond
Stadium. The Black Bears split UNH
110.5
a dual meet against America
East rival New Hampshire with UM 90.5 M
the women coming out winners
and the men's team suffering a narrow defeat.
"We were hoping for good weather, which is
always nice, but the biggest thing is we just wanted
to get out and compete," said Jim Ballinger, who's
See SPLIT on Page 17

